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Catholic Christians and Protestant Christians both agree that the Ten Commandments forbid the 
making images for worship (Exodus ch20). After God gave this commandment He ordered, 
through Moses, the building of and Ark with 2 great big statues on it (Exodus ch25, 26&30). The 
Israelites understood that the space between the wings of the 2 Cherubim was the Mercy Seat of 
God. God also commands Moses to build a portable Temple that has images woven into fabric to 
adorn the Temple (Exodus ch36). This shows that God does not forbid statues or religious 
images. 

Later God commands Moses to make a staff with a Bronze statue of a serpent on it (Num ch21). 
When the Israelites look upon this statue they are healed of their snake bites. Later when the 
Israelites start to worship the bronze statue of a serpent, God orders that the statue be destroyed. 
This shows that statues can be a source of healing, but can also be abused.  

Solomon later builds the Temple specified by God to David (1 Kings ch6). This temple has two 
30 foot tall statues In front of it by the entrance. This same Temple has statues inside and images 
woven into fabric hangings. Again God does not have a problem with statues and images in His 
worship space. The Temple is also adorned with gold, silver and fancy wood. 

In 2 Kings chapter 13 we have the story of a dead Israelite soldier that is hastily thrown into 
Elisha’s tomb and is brought back to life by touching Elisha’s bones. This is an early 
demonstration that God’s Grace and healing can be transferred to another person by touching a 
part of a holy dead person. 

The Jews at the time of Christ, and the early Christians who were mostly Jewish, were used  to 
using statues and images as part of their worship. Early Churches and Synagogues of the same 
time had images painted on the walls to show the teachings of Scripture because most people 
couldn’t read and couldn’t afford their own copy of Scripture. Paul writes in Galatians 3:1, "O 
foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly 
portrayed as crucified?" Jesus was publicly portrayed, before their "eyes", as being crucified. 
This sounds like they were looking at a Crucifix. Galatia is far from Jerusalem where Jesus was 
crucified. Few if any of the Galatians mentioned here would have been at Jesus crucifixion. 

In the Book of Acts chapter 5 we find that people were brought out to be laid along the path that 
Peter would take on his way to the Temple so that his shadow might fall upon them and these 
people were healed. This shows that God’s Grace and healing can be transmitted to others merely 
by being close to a holy person. In Acts chapter 19 we find that handkerchiefs and aprons 
touched to the Apostles could heal other people. These are what the Catholic Church now calls 
2nd class relics. They are physical things that bring God’s Grace and healing to others. Blessed oil 
and Holy water are also physical things that can bring God’s healing and Grace to someone who 
is open to that Grace and if it is part of God’s plan that they should be healed.   

The first Churches built by the early Christians were built over the tombs of the first martyrs so 
that they could be close to the holy relics of the early Christians. When Ignatius of Antioch was 



eaten by lions his leftover bones were saved as relics in 107AD. When Polycarp Bishop of 
Smyrna was burned at the stake his bones were also saved as relics around 155AD. This shows 
that from the beginning the early Christians recognized that the holiness of the Saints and 
Martyrs continued on in their relics after they died. It was the pagans that thought saving the 
bones of dead people was bad.    

In 787AD at the Second Council of Nicaea it was determined that Churches are allowed to have 
images to help in the worship of God. This Council was guided by the Holy Spirit like the first 
Ecumenical Council of Jerusalem in Acts chapter 15. This Council had the authority to bind and 
loose given through Apostolic Succession by Jesus from Matthew chapters 16 and 28. 

Until the late 1400s all books had to be copied by hand. The invention of movable type allowed 
for the mass production of books. The first book copied with the new moveable type was the 
Bible that still consisted of 2 large volumes. This improved way of copying the Bible still took 
several months to print but that was better than the several years it took to copy it by hand.  

For 75% of the existence of Christianity, the Faith was passed on through statues, images and 
preaching, not a book.  The stained glass windows of the Churches built in the Middle Ages told 
the stories of Jesus in their images and were accessible to anyone who could see. When the new 
Protestant denominations were invented in the early 1500s they had access to cheap copies of the 
Bible to share the Word of God with. Protestants have always had cheap access to the Bible that 
the Catholic Church preserved for 1500 years by copying it by hand.  

The Catholic and Orthodox Churches continue to use statues and images as Holy reminders of 
our Christian heritage. We have no images of God but recognize His presence in the Tabernacle 
that contains the Eucharist. The real presence of Jesus in the Tabernacle is the only thing we bow 
to. We have statues of Mary and the Saints to remind us to follow their example in leading a 
good Christian life. Catholic Churches have images on the Stations of the Cross which tells the 
story of Jesus passion, death and resurrection for our salvation. These images are still available to 
anyone who can see and they still teach the Gospel of Jesus death and resurrection for our 
salvation. Many Catholic Churches have stained glass windows that show other stories from the 
life of Jesus and His Church.  

All of this easy to understand sharing of the good news of Jesus death and resurrection for our 
salvation is available for free to anyone to see. People interested in Christianity don’t have to buy 
a Bible to learn about it. All they have to do is go to a Catholic Church that is open every day. 
They can hear the Old and New Testament read to them for free every day at the Catholic 
Church. The Catholic Church provides a free explanation of the Gospel in the Homily every day 
for those who are new to Christianity. 

The relics of the Saints remind us of the holy heroes that have gone before us. Statues and 
images do the same thing. There is no need to be afraid of statues and images in Churches as 
long as you remember their true function is to remind us of Jesus sacrifice for us and that we 



worship God alone. Anything granted to us through the intersession of Mary and the Saints 
comes to us through the power of Jesus.   

In the late 300sAD St. Jerome, who did the official Latin Translation of the Bible known as the 
Vulgate wrote, “We do not WORSHIP the relics of the Martyrs, we HONOR them in our 
WORSHIP of JESUS who’s Martyrs they are. We honor the servants in order that the respect 
paid to them can be REFLECTED BACK TO JESUS.” 


