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If you have never been asked this question, you will be. 

Many of our Protestant brothers and sisters in Christ believe that they are saved once and for all by 1) 
Accepting Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior and 2) by reciting the Sinner's Prayer, thereby
establishing their faith in His salvation and making it impossible to loose that salvation. 

This is referred to as the “Once Saved, Always Saved” doctrine and goes along with the doctrines of 
“Sola Fide” (Faith Alone) and “Sola Scriptura” (Bible Alone). 

So, what does the Bible say about salvation? Let's take a look...

Romans 8:24, “For in hope we were saved. Now hope that sees for itself is not hope. For who 
hopes for what one sees?”

OK so far, but...

1Corinthians 1:18, “The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.”

2 Corinthians 2:15, “For we are the aroma of Christ for God among those who are being 
saved and among those who are perishing,”

Philipians 2:12, “So then, my beloved, obedient as you have always been, not only when I am 
present but all the more now when I am absent, work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling.”

I am being saved.

 Romans 5:9-10, “How much more then, since we are now justified by his blood, will we be 
saved through him from the wrath. Indeed, if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God through the death of his Son, how much more, once reconciled, will we be saved by his 
life.”

1Corinthians 3:12-15, “If anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, or straw, the work of each will come to light, for the Day will disclose it. It will be 
revealed with fire, and the fire (itself) will test the quality of each one's work. If the work stands
that someone built upon the foundation, that person will receive a wage. But if someone's work 
is burned up, that one will suffer loss; the person will be saved, 8 but only as through fire.”

I have the hope that I will be saved and I am working out my salvation in fear and 
trebling...



2Tim 2:11-13, This saying is trustworthy: If we have died with him we shall also live with him;
if we persevere we shall also reign with him. But if we deny him he will deny us. If we are 
unfaithful he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.

This would seem to negate the “Once Saved, Always Saved” doctrine professed by those who believe 
it. It also puts the doctrine of Sola Scriptura in a bit of a bind. 

Why? Because if OSAS is not even hinted in the Bible, and, in context, it isn't,  then it must be from 
somewhere else. And if it's from somewhere else, it's not from God. And if it's not from God, it must be
from man. In other words, it is a man made doctrine. 

So, what does the Bible say?Let's take a little closer look...

Matthew 10:22, Mark 13:13, “You will be hated by all because of my name, but whoever 
endures to the end will be saved.”

Mathew 24:13, “But the one who perseveres to the end will be saved.”

You must endure until the end – remain in a state of grace.

Matthew 10:38, “and whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of 
me.”

Matthew 16:24-25, “Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wishes to come after me must 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”

Mark 8:34, “He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, "Whoever wishes to 
come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”

Luke 9:23, “Then he said to all, "If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me.”

Luke 14:27, “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.”

You must accept and embrace suffering.

Mark 16:16, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will 
be condemned.”

Titus 3:5, “...not because of any righteous deeds we had done but because of his mercy, he 
saved us through the bath of rebirth and renewal by the holy Spirit,”

1 Peter 3:20-21, “...who had once been disobedient while God patiently waited in the days of 
Noah during the building of the ark, in which a few persons, eight in all, were saved through 
water. This prefigured baptism, which saves you now. It is not a removal of dirt from the body 
but an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,”

You must be baptized with water.



Matthew 18:15-18, "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and 
him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not listen, take one 
or two others along with you, so that 'every fact may be established on the testimony of two or t
hree witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen even to the 
church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, I say to you, whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.”

John 17 20-23, "I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through 
their word, so that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also 
may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent me. And I have given them the glory you 
gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may be 
brought to perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved 
them even as you loved me.”

Acts 2:47, “praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added 
to their number those who were being saved.”

You must be a member of the one Church.

James 5:16, “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you 
may be healed. The fervent prayer of a righteous person is very powerful.”

1 John 1:9, “If we acknowledge our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from every wrongdoing.”

John 20 21-23, “Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you." And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the holy 
Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained."

You must confess your sins.

Matthew 5:19-20, “Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys and 
teaches these commandments will be called greatest in the kingdom of heaven. I tell you, unless
your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew  7:21, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.”

You must keep the Commandments of God.

The Bible clearly shows other things that we must also do in order to be saved:

Matthew 16 17-19,  “Jesus said to him in reply, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For 



flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not 
prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

 
Acts 11:13-14, “He related to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house, saying, 'Send 
someone to Joppa and summon Simon, who is called Peter, who will speak words to you by 
which you and all your household will be saved.”

Acts  15:7, “After much debate had taken place, Peter got up and said to them, "My brothers, 
you are well aware that from early days God made his choice among you that through my 
mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe.”

Hebrews 13:7, 17,  “Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.” 17 “...Obey your leaders and defer to them, 
for they keep watch over you and will have to give an account, that they may fulfill their task 
with joy and not with sorrow, for that would be of no advantage to you.

You must heed the words of St. Peter, the first Pope (and his successors).

 John 6:51-58, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread 
will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world." The Jews 
quarreled among themselves, saying, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" Jesus said to 
them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. Just as the living 
Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will have 
life because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike your ancestors who 
ate and still died, whoever eats this bread will live forever."

1 Corinthians 10:16, “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?”

1 Corinthians 11:23-29,  “For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the 
Lord Jesus, on the night he was handed over, took bread, and, after he had given thanks, broke it
and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way also 
the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes. Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the 
cup of the Lord unworthily will have to answer for the body and blood of the Lord. A person 
should examine himself, and so eat the bread and drink the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks
without discerning the body, eats and drinks judgment on himself.”

You must eat the flesh and drink the blood of Jesus Christ.

The One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church is the only Church that meets all the requirements of 
Salvation.



So when we are asked the question, “Are you saved?”, We should, with great confidence, respond, 
“Yes, I am saved, I am being saved and I am working out my salvation in fear and trembling, in hopes 
of my final salvation, just as St. Paul did, and as proclaimed in Sacred Scripture.”

There is more to salvation than just an altar call...

* Thanks to “Against The Heresies” for inspiring me to write this article. 


