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Matthew 18:18

Anti-Catholics usually try to counter this by pointing out that in Matthew 18:18, Jesus gave all the 
Apostles the power to "bind and loose." Therefore, they argue, Peter has no special
authority.

Matthew 18:15-18 reads, "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and 
him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, so that `every fact may be established on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen even to the church, then 
treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Jesus is indeed giving the apostles the authority to "bind and loose" because they are to be ministers in 
his kingdom. However, the context of these two passage dictate as to the scope of what can be bound 
and loosed.

Matthew 18:15-18 is concerned with excommunication of a sinner. If he will not listen to the Church 
(i.e. apostolic authority) he is to be treated as someone outside the covenant family. The authority to 
"bind and loose" that is given to the Apostles in general regards the governance of the local Church or 
jurisdiction. 

The context of Jesus' words to Peter in Matthew 16 is quite different. It is not limited in jurisdiction, 
but it extends to the whole of Christ's Church. Peter is given plenary authority. This means that he can 
"bind and loose" those things that are "bound and loosed" by the other apostles.

Moreover, under the model we just discussed for the monarchy, all the ministers of the kingdom have 
authority, but only one minister has authority over the other ministers and this single authority is 
symbolized by the "keys."

It is significant, therefore, that only in Matthew 16:19 is Peter alone given the keys to the kingdom. 
While the apostles in Matthew 18:18 are not given the keys. This demonstrates that Peter had a special
primacy that was not shared by the rest of the apostles.

Not only does Isaiah 22 demonstrate the primacy of Peter, but it also speaks to the issue of Apostolic 
Succession. The keys symbolized an office that when it becomes vacant, it must be filled. In Isaiah 22, 
Shebna is thrown out of office and he is replaced by Eliakim. He received the same authority as Shebna
and Isaiah says, "He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah" The 
prime minister is a father figure for those in the kingdom. Again, Pope means "father."

If this is true for the Old Testament Davidic monarchy, than how much more true is it for the true Son 
of David and the true King of Israel's kingdom? When Peter died, another took his office. Therefore, 
the office that Peter occupies must be filled when Peter dies.



The terms "bind' and "loose" are rabbinical terms. It is claimed that what one group of rabbis bound the
other loosed. Yet, within the synagogue there was one rabbi who bound and loosed the decisions of the 
other rabbis. This was the prince. Again, Matthew 16:19 and 18:18 show that Peter is the prince of 
Jesus' apostles and that he occupied a seat or office.

-In Brief-

1) Jesus undoubtedly gave Peter the "keys of the Kingdom."

2) The "keys of the Kingdom" were a well-known symbol of a specific office in the kingdom - that of 
Chief Steward (or Major Domo or Grand Visor or Prime Minister). All ancient Middle Eastern 
monarchies had Chief Stewards who wore the "key" of the Kingdom.

3) The only Old Testament text that Jesus could have in mind Matthew 16:19 is Isaiah 22:22ff.

4) Isaiah shows that the "key to the house of David" is given to the Chief Steward in the Kingdom of 
Israel.

5) Isaiah also shows that the Chief Steward was an office that after one leaves (Shebna) another 
replaces him (Eliakim).

6) All ancient monarchies had a King who was in charge of the "macro-management" of the Kingdom 
and Stewards who were inn charge of different duties. Among these Stewards was a Chief Steward 
who was in charge of the micro-management of the Kingdom. He is given charge over the other 
Stewards and was second in the Kingdom only after the King. Peter is the Chief Steward of Jesus' 
future Church.

7) Matthew 16:20 gives the power to "bind and loose" to Peter alone. Later in Matthew 18:18, the 
other apostles are given this authority as a group. This follows the prime minister/ministers pattern 
since all ministers have authority over their flocks. But the prime minister has authority over the 
Church as a whole.


