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The Bible nowhere says baptism is to be restricted to adults. Even in the books of the New Testament 
that were written later in the first century, during the time when children were raised in the first 
Christian homes, we never—not even once—find an example of a child raised in a Christian home who
is baptized only upon making a “decision for Christ.” Rather, it is always assumed that the children of 
Christian homes are already Christians, that they have already been “baptized into Christ” (Rom. 6:3). 

If infant baptism were not the rule, then we should have references to the children of Christian parents 
joining the Church only after they had come to the age of reason, and there are no such records in the 
Bible. 

In the New Testament we read that Lydia was converted by Paul’s preaching and that “She was 
baptized, with her household” (Acts 16:15). 

The Philippian jailer whom Paul and Silas had converted to the faith was baptized that night along with
his household. We are told that “the same hour of the night . . . he was baptized, with all his family” 
(Acts 16:33). And in his greetings to the Corinthians, Paul recalled that, “I did baptize also the 
household of Stephanas” (1 Cor. 1:16).

In all these cases, whole households or families were baptized. This means more than just the spouse; 
the children too were included. If the text of Acts referred simply to the Philippian jailer and his wife, 
then we would read that “he and his wife were baptized,” but we do not. Thus his children must have 
been baptized as well. The same applies to the other cases of household baptism in Scripture. The early 
church Fathers wrote of infant baptism.


