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1.DO CATHOLICS WORSHIP MARY AND THE SAINTS?

Catholics DO NOT worship Mary or the saints. Catholics love them and give them honor and respect. 
Catholics also see them as role models to follow in the faith.
Remember your leaders, men who spoke to you the word of God, and considering the results of their 
conduct, imitate their faith. – Hebrews 13:7, WEB-BE

2 .WHY DO CATHOLICS ASK THE SAINTS TO PRAY FOR THEM?

Catholics believe that believers all belong to one body in Christ. We are one in faith, we help each 
other and we pray for one another.

For even as we have many members in one body, and all the members don’t have the same function, so
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. – Romans 12:4-5,
WEB-BE

For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate 
us from God’s love, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. – Romans 8:38-39, WEB-BE

3. WERE THERE INSTANCES WHEN THE DISCIPLES ASKED OTHERS TO PRAY FOR 
THEM?

Yes. We can find many exhortations in the New Testament, particularly in the letters of Paul where he 
asked fellow believers to pray for him. Paul, being a righteous man, could have prayed only 
DIRECTLY to God, and there are many instances when He did so, but he knew that he also needed the 
prayer of others. He is humble enough to ask for prayers.

Now I beg you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the love of the Spirit, that you strive together
with me in your prayers to God for me, that I may be delivered from those who are disobedient in 
Judea, and that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints; that I may come
to you in joy through the will of God, and together with you, find rest. – Romans 15:30-32, WEB-BE

I exhort therefore, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and givings of thanks, be made for 
all men: for kings and all who are in high places; that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all 
godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who desires 
all people to be saved and come to full knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all; the testimony in its 
own times; to which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth in Christ, not 
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. – 1 Timothy 2:1-7, WEB-BE

Is any amongst you sick? Let him call for the elders of the assembly, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith will heal him who is sick, and 
the Lord will raise him up. If he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess your offences to one 
another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The insistent prayer of a righteous person is 
powerfully effective. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it might not



rain, and it didn’t rain on the earth for three years and six months. He prayed again, and the sky gave 
rain, and the earth produced its fruit. – James 5:14-18, WEB-BE

4. WERE THERE INSTANCES IN THE GOSPELS WHEN JESUS ANSWERED THE 
PRAYER/REQUEST OF ONE PERSON FOR THE SAKE OF ANOTHER PERSON?

Yes. There were many instances when Jesus answered the petition of one person for the sake of 
another. In these instances, the one being healed did not ask Jesus directly for healing. That person may
not even be present when the healing was granted.

Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Be it done to you even as you desire.” And her 
daughter was healed from that hour. – Matthew 15:28

Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.”
Immediately the father of the child cried out with tears, “I believe. Help my unbelief!”
When Jesus saw that a multitude came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to him, 
“You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him, and never enter him again!”
After crying out and convulsing him greatly, it came out of him. The boy became like one dead; so 
much that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand, and raised him up; and he 
arose.
-Mark 9:23-29, WEB-BE

The centurion answered, “Lord, I’m not worthy for you to come under my roof. Just say the word, and 
my servant will be healed. For I am also a man under authority, having under myself soldiers. I tell this 
one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and tell another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and tell my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he 
does it.”
When Jesus heard it, he marveled, and said to those who followed, “Most certainly I tell you, I haven’t 
found so great a faith, not even in Israel. I tell you that many will come from the east and the west, and 
will sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven, but the children of the 
Kingdom will be thrown out into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way. Let it be done for you as you have believed.” His servant 
was healed in that hour.
-Matthew 8:8-13, WEB-BE

5.DID JESUS HIMSELF COMMAND US TO PRAY FOR OTHERS?

But I tell you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray 
for those who mistreat you and persecute you, that you may be children of your Father who is in 
heaven. – Matthew 5:44-45, WEB-BE

6.CAN THE DEPARTED SAINTS HEAR OUR PRAYERS? ARE THEY NOT ASLEEP AND 
UNCONSCIOUS?

By God’s grace and power, the saints can hear our prayers because to God, all are ALIVE. 
But Jesus answered them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God. For in
the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are like God’s angels in heaven. But 
concerning the resurrection of the dead, haven’t you read that which was spoken to you by God, saying,
‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?’ God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living.” – Matthew 22:29-32, WEB-BE

If the dead cannot hear or speak, how could Moses and Elijah talk to Jesus when they should have 
already been dead even before Jesus was born?



After six days, Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John his brother, and brought them up into a high
mountain by themselves. He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his 
garments became as white as the light. Behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them talking with him.
Peter answered, and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you want, let’s make three tents 
here: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
-Matthew 17:1-4, WEB-BE

If the dead do not have spirits that are alive, how can the good thief be with Jesus in paradise as Jesus 
Himself promised?

But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Don’t you even fear God, seeing you are under the 
same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward for our deeds, but this man 
has done nothing wrong.” He said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”
Jesus said to him, “Assuredly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
-Luke 23:40-43, WEB-BE

If the dead are not conscious at all, how can the rich man in the parable suffer? How can he talk to 
Abraham?

“Now there was a certain rich man, and he was clothed in purple and fine linen, living in luxury every 
day. A certain beggar, named Lazarus, was taken to his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with 
the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. Yes, even the dogs came and licked his sores. The 
beggar died, and he was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died, and 
was buried. In Hades, he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far off, and Lazarus at 
his bosom. He cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue! For I am in anguish in this flame.’ - Luke 16:19-24

7. ISN’T IT FORBIDDEN TO TALK TO THE DEAD?

What was forbidden was the occult practice of invoking the spirits of the dead to gather information 
and knowledge from them. This is a very dangerous practice! This opens us to attacks and deception 
from evil spirits that may pretend to be our loved ones. When God forbid this in the Old Testament, He 
assured His people that He will give them a prophet where they could get guidance coming from God. 
The occult practice of contacting the dead out of curiosity, thirst for power and forbidden knowledge is 
very different however from having others pray for you. When you seek others to pray for you, what 
you are counting on is God’s power and love, and not the power and deception of evil spirits.

There shall not be found with you anyone who makes his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, 
one who uses divination, one who practices sorcery, or an enchanter, or a sorcerer, or a charmer, or a 
consulter with a familiar spirit, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For whoever does these things is an 
abomination to the LORD. Because of these abominations, the LORD your God drives them out from 
before you. You shall be perfect with the LORD your God. For these nations that you shall dispossess 
listen to those who practise sorcery and to diviners; but as for you, the LORD your God has not 
allowed you so to do. The LORD your God will raise up to you a prophet from amongst you, of your 
brothers, like me. You shall listen to him. This is according to all that you desired of the LORD your 
God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, “Let me not hear again the LORD my God’s voice, 
neither let me see this great fire any more, that I not die.”

The LORD said to me, “They have well said that which they have spoken. I will raise them up a 
prophet from amongst their brothers, like you. I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 
them all that I shall command him. It shall happen, that whoever will not listen to my words which he 
shall speak in my name, I will require it of him. But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in 



my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that 
same prophet shall die.”

You may say in your heart, “How shall we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?” When a 
prophet speaks in the LORD’s name, if the thing doesn’t follow, nor happen, that is the thing which the
LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You shall not be afraid of him.

-Deuteronomy 18:10-22, WEB-BE

8. ARE THERE OTHER BIBLE VERSES THAT PROVE THAT THE SAINTS AND/OR ANGELS 
PRAY OR OFFER OUR PRAYERS TO GOD?

This passage shows clearly that the martyrs who died are able to speak and to lift their petitions to God:
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been killed for the 
Word of God, and for the testimony of the Lamb which they had. They cried with a loud voice, saying, 
“How long, Master, the holy and true, until you judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?” A long white robe was given to each of them. They were told that they should rest yet for a 
while, until their fellow servants and their brothers, who would also be killed even as they were, should
complete their course. – Revelations 6:9-11, WEB-BE

This passage shows how prayers can be offered or lifted up by others:

Now when he had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb, each one having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
– Revelations 5:8, WEB-BE

Another angel came and stood over the altar, having a golden censer. Much incense was given to him, 
that he should add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne. The
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel’s hand. The 
angel took the censer, and he filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it on the earth. Thunders, 
sounds, lightnings, and an earthquake followed. – Revelations 8:3-5, WEB-BE

And now, when you prayed, and Sarah your daughter-in-law, I brought the memorial of your prayer 
before the Holy One. When you buried the dead, I was with you likewise. And when you did not delay 
to rise up, and leave your dinner, that you might go and cover the dead, your good deed was not hidden 
from me. I was with you. And now God sent me to heal you and Sarah your daughter-in-law. I am 
Raphael, one of the seven holy angels, which present the prayers of the saints, and go in before the 
glory of the Holy One.” – Tobit 12:12-15, WEB-BE

9. CAN GOD WORK MIRACLES INDIRECTLY THROUGH HIS DISCIPLES?

Yes. God uses numerous means to shower us with His grace. He uses His followers as channels of His 
healing. He can even use physical objects like the handkerchiefs of Paul to heal people. This does not 
mean however that the power itself does not come from God. This also doesn’t mean that objects are 
already being treated as idols apart from God.

God worked special miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were carried 
away from his body to the sick, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out. – 
Acts 19:11-12, WEB-BE

10. ARE THE SAINTS RIGHTEOUS?



Every person who is able to get to heaven is righteous because none but the pure can see God. If the 
prayer of a righteous man is effective, then the prayers of the saints are indeed effective. They already 
see God and are perfected in His Love.

But you have come to Mount Zion, and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
innumerable multitudes of angels, to the festal gathering and assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled
in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus, the mediator of a 
new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better than that of Abel. – Hebrews 12:22-24, 
WEB-BE


