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Jihad and Crusade are very different things. The jihad is a responsibility of all the faithful, the Crusade 
was not. Jihads could and very often were wars to expand the dar al-Islam (the Abode of Islam) at the 
expense of non-Muslims. Crusades to the East were defensive wars whose object was to restore 
formerly Christian territories that had been conquered by Muslim armies. Those Christians and Jews 
conquered by jihad warriors were given the option to submit to Islamic law or die. Everyone else 
conquered by a jihad had only the option to convert to Islam or die. Crusaders, on the other hand, were 
forbidden to convert by the sword. Indeed, conversion had absolutely nothing to do with the Crusades 
to the East. Muslims in the region who were conquered by the Crusaders were allowed to continue 
freely practicing their faith.

The Siege of Nicaea took place from May 14 to June 19, 1097, during the First Crusade, the first of a 
number of crusades called for by Pope Urban II at the Council of Clermont in 1095, that attempted to 
recapture the Holy Land from Muslim Seljuq Turks.

Nicaea (İznik), located on the eastern shore of Lake Askania, had been seized from the Byzantine 
Empire by the Seljuk Turks in 1081, and formed the capital of the Sultanate of Rum (a Turko-Persian 
Sunni Muslim state). 

In 1096, the People's Crusade (the prelude to the First Crusade) had occupied the land surrounding the 
city. This prelude crusade (also known as the Peasants' Crusade, Paupers' Crusade or the Popular 
Crusade as it was not part of the official Catholic Church-organized expeditions that came later) lasted 
roughly six months from April to October 1096, ending with the army being destroyed by the Seljuk 
Turks.

The Sultan of Rûm, Kilij Arslan I, believed that the second wave of crusaders would not pose a threat. 
He left his family behind in Nicaea and went east to forge additional wars against the Danishmends for 
control of the Melitene (in present-day Turkey, home to Michael the Syrian, a patriarch of the Syriac 
Orthodox Church).

The crusaders began to leave Constantinople at the end of April 1097. Godfrey of Bouillon was the first
to arrive at Nicaea, with Bohemond of Taranto, Bohemond's nephew Tancred, Raymond IV of 
Toulouse, and Robert II of Flanders following him, along with Peter the Hermit and some of the 
survivors of the People's Crusade, and a small Byzantine force under Manuel Boutoumites. They 
arrived on May 6, severely short on food. They put the city to siege beginning on May 14, assigning 
their forces to different sections of the walls, which were well-defended with 200 towers.

The Turks sent messages to Sultan Arslan begging him to return. On May 21, the crusader army 
defeated Kilij in a pitched battle which lasted long into the night. In the end, the Sultan retreated, 
despite the pleas of the Nicaean Turks. On June 19, the Byzantine Empire recovered Nicea from the 
Seljuk Turks, who surrendered the city to Manuel Boutoumites, a leading Byzantine general and 
diplomat.



After the siege followed the Battle of Dorylaeum, and the siege of Antioch all in modern Turkey. On 
July 1, they defeated Kilij at the Battle of Dorylaeum, and by October they reached Antioch; they 
would not reach Jerusalem until two years after leaving Nicaea.

Read more:
http://byzantinemilitary.blogspot.com/2013/05/the-crusader-byzantine-siege-of-nicaea.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Nicaea
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