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Instead of thinking about it from a money sense I use a more theological sense that all Christians can 
relate to. 

Catholic Christians and Protestant Christians both agree that Jesus death on the cross and His 
resurrection provided sufficient Grace for all men to be saved. 1 Tim ch2 tells us God wants all men to 
be saved. The difference is in how that Grace is applied to us. 

Martin Luther taught that if a person has Faith in Jesus then he is like a dung hill (sinner) covered in 
snow (the righteousness of Jesus Christ). This allows the person to remain a sinner but appear 
righteous to God as if we can fool God. 

John Calvin invented the penal substitution theory of atonement where Jesus takes all the punishment 
for the sins of the "elect" which allows them to remain sinners but are covered by Jesus shed blood of 
righteousness. This theory makes God an unjust judge by punishing Jesus for our sins. 

Jesus freely offered Himself for our sake. God is not really mad at Jesus or us for our sins. He is 
greatly sad that we have chosen to walk away from Him. 

Penal substitution theory, like Luther's theory, teaches that "saved" people are still sinners but God is 
somehow fooled into thinking they are righteous because He sees Jesus instead. 

It was difficult to determine who the "elect" were so in the 1800s Johnathan Edwards invented the 
"conversion experience" method of determining who the elect are. This is what the modern Evangelical
"born again" theology is based on. 

In the book of Leviticus chapter 19 we learn how the Jews had to reconcile sins by confessing to Priest 
who offered a sacrifice and acted as a mediator for the repentant sinner. In 2Samuel chapter 11 and 12 
we find the story of David, Bathsheba, Uriah and the Prophet Nathan. David commits adultery with 
Bathsheba, Uriah’s wife, and then has Uriah killed in battle. The Prophet Nathan confronts David and 
he confesses his sin to Nathan. Nathan tells David that God has put away his sin, but for his 
punishment, the child he created with Bathsheba while she was still married to Uriah will die. This 
shows that there is always something that must be done in reparation for sin even after forgiveness. 

The Catholic Church follows the understanding of sin inherited from the Jews. When the Jews sinned 
they would go to the Temple and confess their sins to the Priest there. After confessing they would 
offer something back to God in atonement for their sins. 

The Bible teaches that Baptism washes all previous sin away (Acts ch2 and 22). Baptism incorporates 
us into the Body of Christ (1Cor ch12) and we become actually Holy like Jesus. If you sin after 
Baptism you must confess your sin and do something to restore your relationship with Jesus and the 
Church. 
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Through Baptism we are incorporated into the family of God. When we sin, God does not kick us out. 
Instead, using our Free Will, we are like the prodigal son (Luke ch15) who walks away from God's 
family. 

Reconciliation is the feast the Father throws welcoming us back to the family of God. The Catholic 
Church does recognize that some of us are predestined for Heaven but does not specify a way to 
identify them. 

Baptism incorporates us into the Body of Christ. When we sin it affects the Body of Christ like an 
infection. When we confess our sins, Jesus forgives our sins, through the Priest, which is like putting a 
Band-aid on our sin and He remembers it no more. Our penance is the healing process that restores our 
holiness in the Body of Christ because nothing un-clean can enter Heaven (Rev ch21). 

So you can think of Jesus death and resurrection as providing an infinite "bank account" of Grace that 
we can accept to forgive our sins at the beginning of our salvation process. When we sin we walk away
from our relationship with God. When we repent we come back to God through a "withdrawal" 
provided by Jesus and become part of God's family. Our penance and good works are "deposits" of 
Grace we make in Jesus' "bank account". 

Since we are members of the Body of Christ it is our "bank account" too. The Catholic Theory of 
Atonement is the original theory from the beginning of Christianity. 


