
The Truth About the Rapture 
by 

Ken Litchfield   

Many Christians believe in the Rapture. Some believe the Bible says there will be a Pre-
Tribulation Rapture. Some say the Bible says there will be a Mid –Tribulation Rapture. Some 
say the Bible says there will be a Post-Tribulation Rapture. Some say there will be all three. All 
these interpretations come from some verses in the Bible and some persons understanding of 
them. 

But some churches don’t teach the doctrine of the Rapture. All of the churches started before 
1800 don’t teach the Rapture. These Churches include the Catholic Church, the Orthodox 
Church, the Lutheran, Reform and Presbyterian Churches, the Anglican, Episcopal, Methodist 
and Wesleyan Churches, the Quakers, the Church of Christ and the Amish.   

This is because the Rapture was invented in the 1830s by a man named John Nelson Darby who 
was inspired by the private, fever induced, revelations of a 16 year old girl named Margret 
MacDonald . His interpretation of the Bible was promoted through the Scofield Study Bible that 
is used in a lot of Protestant Seminaries.  John Walvoord is considered the Dean of the Pre-
tribulation Rapture at Dallas Theological Seminary. He wrote a book called “The Rapture 
Question”. In his book he writes: “The early Church did not teach 20th century pre-
tribulationism.” ‘The early church teaching can only be described as post tribulational.’ ‘The 
Early Church Fathers were post tribulational

If you read all of Matthew chapter 24 you will see the whole story of the “one is take, one is left”
passage. After the Tribulation the coming of the Son of Man will be accompanied by the earth 
shaking, and the sun and moon will be darkened. The bad people are taken away and the good 
people are left behind in the ark that Noah built. However, you could say Noah’s family was 
taken away in the ark and the bad people were left behind. The story is repeated in Luke’s 
Gospel with more clarity.

If you read all of Luke chapter 17 you will get the whole story of the “one is taken and one is 
left”. The coming of the Son of Man will be accompanied by lightning flashes, thunder, and 
earth shaking. It will be like the days of Noah and Lot where the bad people were taken away in 
the flood or the destruction of Sodom and the good people were left behind in the ark or as Lot 
and his family. It also provides clarification where the people taken away go to. In verse 37 it 
says the bad people that are taken to where the vultures gather. The place where vultures gather 
is for dead people, not Heaven. 

If you read all of 1 Thessalonians chapter 4 you will get the whole story here too. Starting at 
verse 13 Paul writes, “We do not want you to be unaware, brothers, about those who have fallen 
asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
                                                                                                                
Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord himself, 



with a word of command, with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God, will come 
down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Thus we shall always 
be with the Lord. Therefore, console one another with these words. 

Paul tells us in the beginning of chapter 4 that when Jesus comes back there will be trumpets 
sounding and the dead will rise first. It does not say that there will be a secret disappearing of 
believers but the dead will still be in the ground which is the typical teaching of rapture 
believers. 1 Thessalonians chapter 4 says that we and the dead will be caught up in the air to 
meet Him, but it doesn’t say we will return to Heaven. Those that are caught up (raptured) will 
accompany Jesus on His way down to earth to set up His new Kingdom. This is another example
of Jesus’ second coming like in Matthew 24, Luke 17, 1 Corinthians 15 and John 6. 

The Bible says we are not appointed to wrath but it doesn't say we are not appointed to 
tribulation. Wrath is punishment by God. Tribulation is testing by God. In 1 Thessalonians 
chapter 3 Paul says we have to endure tribulation. In John chapter 16:33 it says, “ I have said this 
to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.” In Matthew chapter 24, it says we will have to endure the 
“Great Tribulation” before he writes the passages about “one being taken and one left” In Acts 
14:22 it says “…strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, 
and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” 
 
In Revelation chapter 1 it says that when Jesus comes back He will be coming in the clouds and 
every eye will see Him including those who pierced Him. All believers and non-believers will 
see Jesus when He returns.  Only those that are fully Holy will enter Heaven according to 
Revelation chapter 21. When you look at the Book of Revelation as it relates to the Mass, you 
see the reading of the letters in the first 4 chapters. This corresponds to the Liturgy of the Word 
(4 Bible readings) in the Mass. Then John is caught up to Heaven for the Heavenly Eucharistic 
Liturgy. This is the Wedding Supper of the Lamb where Jesus and His Church bride are 
permanently united.

If you read all of John chapter 6, John tells us Jesus will raise us on the Last Day. The Final 
Judgement at the Last Day is described in chapter 12. Jesus is only coming back once, On the 
Last Day. The Bible says Jesus is only coming back once not one and a half times.

A Catholic view on the End Times. 
We should always live our life with the expectation that Jesus is coming back today. This is why 
we always need to keep ourselves in a State of Grace. One of the signs of Jesus return will be a 
large percentage of the Jews will turn to Jesus and become Christians or fulfilled Jews. Those 
anticipating Jesus return may be caught up to meet Him as He returns to earth to set up His 
Kingdom. Then there will be the Final Judgement where all our past deeds will be revealed and 
we will see how they effected the rest of the world. We will see God’s justice for those that are 
headed to Hell. We will also see how our good deeds affect others and many times God has 
forgiven us for our sins. 
                                                                                                             



Everyone heading to Heaven will be fully filled with Grace but some will have a greater capacity
to be filled with Grace based on their deeds.   


