
Question: Oral Tradition 
Answer by Gery Donovan

Jim Rooney I have a question about 2 Thess 2:15 which reads: "Therefore, brothers, stand firm 
and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught, either by an oral statement or by a letter of 
ours." Is there a reference or list as to what the traditions might be?

Gery Donovan

The real question should be, where does the Bible say that once the apostles are dead, one’s 
interpretation of scripture can ignore, reject, or contradict Jesus’s and the apostles oral tradition 
given

Jesus’s and Apostolic oral tradition is the source and context of the written NT, and can be 
considered the original and only true interpretation of the Bible.

A) When Jesus gave the Great Commission (Matt 28:19-20) to the apostles, most of them being 
illiterate, all He gave them to accomplish this mission was His oral teachings/traditions, showing 
trust in the oral traditions.

B)Throughout Acts, all the apostles/disciple used only Jesus/apostolic tradition to fulfill their 
commissioning. Even when they used scripture, it was interpreted in light of and in complete 
agreement with apostolic tradition (as illustrated by comparing Jewish Saul and Christian Paul). 
In Acts 15, where you had individual believers (judaizers) interpreting clearly worded scripture 
in a manner that contradicted apostolic oral tradition, the Holy Spirit lead the church council 
(Acts 15:28) of ordained leaders (apostles and their successors, elders) with “final” authority over
ALL Christians to refute the contradictory interpretation of scripture.

C) In Galatians 1:8, where Paul wrote:

8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which 
we preached to you, let him be accursed.

He was referring exclusively to the apostolic oral tradition, for the written Gospels had not yet 
been written. Thus, just as in Acts 15, Paul is clearly stating that if one’s interpretation of the 
written scripture/gospel contradicts apostolic oral traditions, that person is accursed.

D) 2 Thessalonians 2:15

15 So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught by us, either by
word of mouth or by letter.

This shows that all apostolic tradition is equally valid.

E) 2 Timothy 2:2

2 and what you have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be 
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able to teach others also.

In what is thought to be Paul’s last letter, he says the apostolic oral tradition should be handed 
down indefinitely, showing complete trust in the ability of church ordained leaders, forever 
guided by the Spirit of Truth as Jesus promised in John 14:16,26 and John 16:13, to pass on the 
truth revealed in apostolic tradition both written and orally.

So where does the Bible says ones’ interpretation of scripture can ignore, reject and/or contradict
any or all of Jesus’s/apostles oral traditions, especially with Acts 15 demonstrating the opposite?
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