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When we start confusing feelings with science and logic many things become un-clear. Life is easy to 
define. Is the subject being observed using chemicals as food? Are its cells growing and dividing? For a
fertilized human egg, the answer is yes.

If NASA found a one celled creature on another planet that could consume chemicals as food and 
excrete chemicals as waste; was capable of cell division and living in its proper environment they 
would claim to have found life on another planet.

A sperm cell and an egg cell both contain half of the DNA of a normal human cell. A fertilized egg has 
a full set of human DNA. That fertilized egg only contains human DNA so you can’t say it is anything 
but human. It is not another species. 

A fertilized egg is capable of using chemicals as food and excreting chemicals as waste. It can grow 
and divide as well as live in its proper environment. By 5 weeks it has a heartbeat and enough brain 
function to maintain that heart beat which are 2 criteria for life at any other time. At the end of 8 weeks 
it looks like a tiny human being.

People who support abortion use terms to confuse the reality that a fertilized egg is a human being. 
They use terms like fetus, clump of cells, or a parasite. They don’t want to admit that the child inside is 
a human being. The word fetus is a biological term for a human at an early stage of life. The fertilized 
egg that contains only human DNA is called a zygote. That zygote multiplies into a clump of human 
cells which start developing into different kinds of cells in four days. These differentiated human cells 
are usually implanted by the end of the first week.

Some people say that a baby inside its mother is a parasite. It is a clever way of making him/her less 
human. A parasite harms its host, and forces its way in from outside. A baby by contrast is created 
inside and meant to be kept within the mother. At this stage in life the baby is intended to receive its 
nutrition through its mother. A real parasite spends its entire life feeding off its host. A baby will 
eventually be able to live outside its mother. A parasite lives off its host for its entire life. A parasite 
harms its host. A baby growing in its mother provide stem cells that can heal the mother.

There are times when a fertilized egg implants in the fallopian tube between the Ovary and the Uterus. 
This is called an ectopic pregnancy. Neither the baby or the mother can survive this pregnancy. In cases
like this it is permissible to remove the section of the fallopian tube to save the life of the mother. It has
the double effect of killing the child developing there as well. The original intention is not to kill the 
child but the end result is the killing of the child. The child would not be able to survive in the fallopian
tube and would have died in the mother before being large enough to survive outside the mother.

There are other times that a mother may have a disease in her reproductive system that requires 
treatment that would kill the un-born child. In cases like this some mother(s) heroically put off 
treatment until the child is large enough to survive outside the womb. Some choose to receive treatment



that end’s in the death of their child as well. In this instance the treatment is intended to save the 
mother not kill the child. The death of the child is the result of the treatment but not the intention. This 
is allowed under the principal of double effect which allows a good action even if it has unintended 
consequences for another human being. It is important to weigh the facts as to the risk to the mother 
and risk to the baby. Each situation is different and needs to be assessed on its own. The over riding 
goal is to save the life of both the mother and child.

Some people say that since a baby can’t survive outside the womb it is not a valid human being. Many 
regular people can't survive by themselves all the time and need help from others, and no one would 
suggest simply killing them. At 21 days the baby’s heart begins to beat! This is before a woman even 
know she is pregnant. A baby can survive outside the womb at as little as 22 weeks, yet abortions are 
commonly done up to 24 weeks and up to and through birth for babies with disabilities.
Some people claim that abortions need to be kept legal for special cases like incest, rape or the life of 
the mother is in danger. The most recent statistics available are from the 2015 Guttmacher Institute 
study which shows:

.0001% The pregnancy resulted from an incestuous relationship

.001% The woman was raped

.003% The woman's life was endangered by the pregnancy

.01% There was a serious fetal abnormality

.01% The woman's physical health was threatened by the pregnancy

.02% The woman's psychological health was threatened by the pregnancy
20.02% The woman aborted for social or economic reasons
75.40% No reason (elective)

At the time of the Roman empire abortion was done by beating the mother’s abdomen or the insertion 
of toxic substances that could create a toxic environment for the baby. These toxic substances could 
also harm or kill the mother. If an unwanted child was born it could be abandoned on trading paths or 
under bridges. These abandoned babies were often eaten by animals or picked up by traders that sold 
them as slaves.

The earliest Catechism in Christianity is called the Didache and is dated around 70AD. The Didache 
forbids abortion and contraception. The early Christians rescued many of these abandoned babies and 
raised them as their own. This helped Christianity grow even faster.

In 391AD a famous Christian named St. John Chrysostom wrote about abortion. “Why do you sow 
where the field is eager to destroy the fruit, where there are medicines of sterility [oral contraceptives], 
where there is murder before birth? You do not even let a harlot remain only a harlot, but you make her
a murderess as well. . . . Indeed, it is something worse than murder, and I do not know what to call it; 
for she does not kill what is formed but prevents its formation. What then? Do you condemn the gift of 
God and fight with his [natural] laws? . . . Yet such turpitude . . . the matter still seems indifferent to 
many men—even to many men having wives. In this indifference of the married men there is greater 
evil filth; for then poisons are prepared, not against the womb of a prostitute, but against your injured 
wife. Against her are these innumerable tricks” (Homilies on Romans 24)

Abortion a is sin that can be forgiven before death if you are truly sorry. To assist in an abortion is also 
morally wrong but can also be forgiven if you are truly sorry. Abortion is scientifically wrong, morally 
wrong and logically wrong.


