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Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Protestant Pastor-Theologian (1906-1945): 

"We have lost the concept of heresy because there is no longer any Magisterium. This is a terrible 
catastrophe.... But we cannot have a confession of faith without being able to say: in the light of Christ, 
this is true and that is false.... The concept of heresy arises from the brotherhood of the Church and not 
from a lack of love. A man acts fraternally with regard to another if he does not hide the truth from 
him. If I do not tell the truth to my neighbor, I treat him as an enemy. And if I tell the truth to 
someone... I show him the love I owe him."

D. Bonhoeffer, Gesammelte Schriften, v. III (Munchen, 1960), p. 206; cited in Bertrand de Margerie, 
S.J., The Christian Trinity in History (St. Bede’s Publication, 1982), p. 98.

First Commandment [Catholic]
I, the LORD, am your God…You shall not have other gods besides me.

First Commandment [KJV]
I am the LORD thy God…Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Second Commandment[Catholic]
You shall not take the name of the LORD, your God, in vain.

Second Commandment [KJV]
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them. 
[bolding in original]

Third Commandment [Catholic]
Remember to keep holy the sabbath day.

Third Commandment [KJV]
Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain.

Fourth Commandment[Catholic]
Honor your father and your mother.

Fourth Commandment [KJV]
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Fifth Commandment [Catholic]
You shall not kill.

Fifth Commandment [KJV]
Honor thy father and thy mother.
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Sixth Commandment [Catholic]
You shall not commit adultery.

Sixth Commandment [KJV]
Thou shalt not kill.

Seventh Commandment [Catholic]
You shall not steal.

Seventh Commandment [KJV]
Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Eighth Commandment[Catholic]
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

Eighth Commandment [KJV]
Thou shalt not steal.

Ninth Commandment [Catholic]
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife.

Ninth Commandment [KJV]
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.

Tenth Commandment [Catholic]
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

Tenth Commandment [KJV]
Thou shalt not covet.

The Bible itself does not lay out with precision, the numbering of the Commandments. In fact, it does 
not do so at all. The set is indeed referred to as “ten” (Ex 34:28, Deut 4:13, 10:4), but the exact 
numbering is not given in the two slightly different versions of it recorded in the Bible (Ex 20:2-17 and
Deut 5:6-21; see also an expanded elaboration of the principles in Ex 34:11-28). This is as true of the 
King James Version as of any other. Therefore, no one has any license to be dogmatic about the exact 
numbering and division, based on the Bible alone Thus, The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church
(2nd ed., edited by F. L. Cross and E. A. Livingstone, Oxford University Press, 1983, 
“Commandments, The Ten,” 318-319), notes:

. . . in the prohibition of covetousness, Ex. classes a man’s wife with his other domestic property, 
whereas Deut. treats her separately.

. . . There is a difference in the enumeration in the different Churches. In the C of E [Church of 
England] as well as in the Greek and the Reformed (Calvinist and Zwinglian) Churches the 
prohibitions relating to false worship are reckoned as two, whereas the RC Church and the Lutherans 
count them as one. Thus the enumeration of the subsequent Commandments differs, e.g., the fourth 
(Anglican, etc.) Commandment on the sanctification of the Sabbath is reckoned as the third by those 
following the RC method. The number ten is made up by splitting up the last Commandment 



forbidding covetousness into two.The Protestant New International Dictionary of the Christian Church 
(edited by J. D. Douglas, Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, rev. ed., 1978, 243) 
sheds further light on the differences in enumeration:

The Talmudic tradition held that the commandments against idolatry and the forbidding of images 
formed one long, indivisible unit. Augustine, who was followed by the Roman and Lutheran traditions, 
accepted this suggestion and found two commandments under the rubric “thou shalt not covet.” A 
further tradition, following the lead of Origen, separated the commandment against images from that 
against idolatry; this is the view of Calvin and the Reformed tradition.

(cf. #2066 in Catechism of the Catholic Church) 


