
Since Christ desires true unity among believers...
Question and Responses

Karen Salstrom  I have been low key here due to Theology Degree Program work. But I truly would 
like to see how both sides of the Tiber respond.

Since Christ desires true unity among believers (that all are one in belief and discernment), and since 

that is already a tenet of Catholicism in its goal of ecumenism in the true sense of the word, how might 

that actually be accomplished?

Ken Litchfield    The Catholic Church and Orthodox Church have little to reconcile. The Orthodox keep
holding onto the filioque controversy but an honest look at the Bible shows that the God and Jesus both
send the Holy Spirit so it is theologically sound. Baptism and the inerrancy of Scripture is what unties 
Catholics and Protestants. Since the various Protestant denominations are stuck on their own 
interpretation of Scripture it will be hard for them to accept the Authority of the Church on the 
interpretation of Scripture. This is despite the fact that the Bible says Jesus left His authority with His 
Church not the Bible. The Bible never claims to be the Highest Authority and any references in the NT 
to Scripture do not point to the whole Bible as an authority. Jesus wants His Church to be One. Paul 
preached that we should all be One. Unity can only be achieved through Authority. The Bible tells us 
that Jesus founded His Church on Peter and the Apostles. After Jesus resurrection in John ch20 Jesus 
restores Peter in his office giving him primacy over the other Apostles. In Acts ch15 a Church Council 
gave an infallible binding decree to all Christians. This was the practice of the Church after that time. 
In 90AD the Church in Corinth had a dispute. They wrote to the Church in Rome to get an 
Authoritative answer. This shows that before the NT writings were finished the Church in Rome had 
primacy because Peter ended his days there. The Bible alone has not been able to provide unity in 
Protestant denominations. The Bible and Councils have not been able to provide unity in the Orthodox 
Churches. Some left in 431 and some in 451 and even more splits have occurred since. Most recently 
the Ukrainian Orthodox left the Russian Orthodox. The Catholic Church has been able to maintain 
unity using the Bible, Councils and the Pope. That was Jesus' plan and it is protected by the Holy Spirit
and continues to work today. The problems in the Catholic Church are bad right now but they were 
worse 700-800 years ago. As always we need to continue to reform but not abandon the Church that 
Jesus left behind to carry on His mission.

Bob Clancy Ken Litchfield it might help that we further understand that the Holy Spirit is eternally 
generated from only the Father. I have yet to see our Latin Catholic apologists being capable of 
explainig this.

Ken Litchfield Bob Clancy The Nicene Creed is what unites most Christians although some 
Protestants don’t use it. The Nicene Creed was developed at the first Ecumenical Council in Nicaea in 
325AD to help explain the Trinity. This Council confirmed the full and timeless divinity of Jesus. An 
eastern Bishop named Arius was teaching that Jesus was not co-eternal with the Father. Arius had 
many biblical passages that he used to support the limited nature and non-eternal existence of Jesus. 
The Council of Nicaea developed the beginning of the Nicene Creed.

The Ecumenical Council of Constantinople in 381AD finished what is technically the Niceno-
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Constantinopolatan Creed. This Council confirmed the full divinity of the Holy Spirit and finished 
what we now call the Nicene Creed. 

The Latin word “Filioque” or English phrase “and the Son” was added to the Creed in the West to help
refute the Arian heresy that had spread to the West. Eastern Christian missionaries, who were taught 
the bad theology of the Bishop Arius, converted the barbarians in Eastern Europe who then moved into
western Europe before western Christianity spread to that area. 

During the controversy over the divinity of Jesus and the Holy Spirt, it was the Church in Rome led by 
the Bishop of Rome that held the correct final interpretation. The procession of the Holy Spirit from 
God the Father and Jesus the Son, is understood most directly from John 14:26 and John 15:26. We are
told that the Father sends the Spirit in Jesus' name in John 14:26, then soon after in John 15:26 Jesus 
says, 'When the Counselor comes, the One I will send you from the Father, who proceeds from the 
Father...' Jesus says that the Spirit is sent from both the Father and Himself, leading us to conclude that
the Spirit proceeds from both. Taken together the two verses show us that Jesus teaches that the Spirit 
comes from both the Father and Himself. There is nothing to cause us to believe that Christ taught that 
the Spirit would be sent in one way from the Father but a different way from Himself. Since this 'way' 
is identified as 'proceeding' in John 15:26, it follows that 'proceeding' is also the best way to identify 
the way the Son gives the Spirit, thus allowing us to come to the doctrine that the Spirit proceeds from 
the Father AND the Son (Filioque). This interpretation was held by many Early Church Fathers east 
and west, therefore it is both biblical and historical.

Pope Leo I declared that the Holy Spirit proceeded from the Father and the Son dogmatically in 446, 
although the concept was discussed by Church Fathers, both East and West, in earlier times. It was 
made part of the Creed for the first time at the Third Council of Toledo in 589.

The Orthodox Church resented the Bishop of Rome adding this Filioque on his own authority without 
the approval of an Ecumenical Council. Most Orthodox Christians understand the theology to be 
correct but are still offended by the overreaching authority of the Bishop of Rome when he added it. It 
is just a part of the tension between the eastern and western Churches. 

Popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI have recited the Nicene Creed jointly with Patriarchs Demetrius 
I and Bartholomew I in Greek without the Filioque clause.

In a joint statement of Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic theologians, the Filioque was discussed 
at the 62nd meeting of the North American Orthodox–Catholic Theological Consultation, in 2002.

In October 2003, the Consultation issued an agreed statement, The Filioque: a Church-dividing issue?, 
which said, ‘In the judgment of the consultation, the question of the Filioque is no longer a "Church-
dividing" issue, which would impede full reconciliation and full communion. It is for the bishops of 
the Catholic and Orthodox Churches to review this work and to make whatever decisions would be 
appropriate.’
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