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Against The Heresies

ELLEN GOULD WHITE »»founder of the Seventh Day Adventist Church accused the Papacy as the 
beast in Revelation 13 using the Latin calculation of the title VICARIUS FILII DEI_
LET us examine the important points:
#1_ when St.John penned the book of Revelation in 96 AD at Patmos, Greece he wrote in Greek not 
Latin...
#2_ St.John pointed out the "NAME" of the singular person "NOT TITLE"_ We have already a 266 
Popes from St.Peter to Pope Francis for almost 2,000 years.
»»Who among them is the beast?
#3_ the VICARIUS FILII DEI is a »»hogwash««_
There is no such title of the Pope as this, »»ELLEN GOULD WHITE invented this title to befit in her 
accusation against the Papacy««
IRONICALLY enough, when HER NAME was calculated in Latin, the result is »»the one that added 
up to 666««

BUT who is this 666 in Revelation 13?

THE apocalyptic Revelation of St.John, there is a second beast who, risen from the sea, has seven 
heads, one of which once was wounded but then healed (13:1,3).
Given power by Satan himself (13:4)
..."to make war with the saints, and to overcome them" (13:7), this beast compelled that
..."all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him" (13:8) and caused
..."that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed (13:15).
..."no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the NUMBER of 
his NAME" (13:17).

"Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of
a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six" (13:18).

THE GREEK spelling of Nero Caesar [Neron Kaisar] is transliterated into Hebrew [nrwn qsr], the 
numerical equivalent is 666 —although it should be remembered that this number was not represented 
as a figure but as letters of the alphabet or written in full_ IN OTHER WORDS, the "number of the 
beast" was not expressed as "666" (indeed, discrete Arabic numerals would not be invented for another 
five hundred years) but by the phrase hexakosioi hexekonta hex or the numerical values of the Greek 
letters themselves,
chi (600), xi (60), and stigma (6).

BUT, what is curious is not so much that 666 can be decoded to signify Nero but that the name is 
encoded in this particular number, especially since it could have been represented as readily in other 
ways. IT only is when the words are transliterated from Greek into Hebrew and then calculated that the 
numeration adds up to 666 ( nrwn qsr, 50 + 200 + 6 + 50 + 100 + 60 + 200)_ EVEN so, this is an 
alternate spelling, a letter being transliterated in "Neron" ( nrwn instead of nrw) but not in "Caesar" 
( qsr instead of qysr )_ ALTHOUGH these forms do appear in the Talmud and an Aramaic scroll from 
Qumran, they no doubt complicated the solution to the puzzle.

FOR Watt, the significance of 666 is that its expression in Latin is the sequential Roman numerals 
DCLXVI, which parallels but is the antithesis of the "Alpha and Omega" that John used to characterize 



both Christ (22:13) and God (1:8, 21:6). As the Deity represents the beginning and end, so the 
Antichrist is a reversal of the first and last, D (500) preceding I.To phrase this another way, 666 (or 
rather DCLXVI) signifies the Antichrist because that number signifies Nero, and Nero—who was a 
matricide, proclaimed his divinity on coins as the "Savior and Benefactor of the World," and was the 
first emperor to persecute Christians—signifies the Antichrist.

IF the Latin (rather than the Greek) spelling "Nero Caesar" is transliterated into Hebrew ( nrw qsr), the 
final "n" in Neron being omitted (and its corresponding value of 50), the name computes as 616, which 
is the number indicated in the oldest surviving copy of the New Testament (the fragment illustrated 
below). If "Neron Caesar" is correct, it may be that the Latin was transcribed incorrectly, perhaps 
because the copyist realized that this transliteration did not equate to 666 and so omitted the letter, 
which changed the sum to 616. Still, each digit of 666 is one less than seven, the perfect number (just 
as there were seven planets, seven heavens, and seven days in the week), and such mathematical play 
may have tended to establish 666, rather than 616.

REGARDLESS of the number, Nero is the only name that can account for both 666 and 616, which is 
the most compelling argument that he, and not some other person, such as Caligula or Domitian, was 
intended. Too, for the number to have any significance for a reader of the first century AD, it would 
have to refer to a contemporary historical figure "for it is the NUMBER OF A MAN."


