
Question On Purgatory:

How does purgatory fit in with 1 John 1:7 which says that the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin?

Valerie Riggins Fesh That's not the whole of that verse. Here's the entire thing: "But if we walk in 
the light as he is in the light, then we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of his Son 
Jesus cleanses us from all sin."

So just looking at this, it appears that the application of Jesus' blood to cleanse us actually requires 
something from us. It requires us to "walk in the light as He is in the light." In other words, we have
to turn away from our sin on a continual basis (because walking here points to an ongoing situation,
not a static one) and follow Christ's example. The reason I bring this up is that often times when a 
non-Catholic quotes a verse which seems to indicate that Jesus "paid for" or "shed His blood for" 
their sins, what they mean is that because Jesus did this, there is nothing else necessary - on our part
- to be saved and enter heaven after we die. Often these people are of the "once saved always 
saved" belief, so they find things like purgatory to be unnecessary or even (in the worst cases) 
diabolical. They also have a penchant for taking a verse or a piece of a verse out of context in the 
hope that they can show you the error of your Catholic beliefs. 

Looking at the context that surrounds this verse, it is obvious that it supports this idea that we must 
be faithful to "walk in the light" and that we must acknowledge our sins so that He can forgive us 
and cleanse us from all wrongdoing. Some versions say in verse 10 "cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." It is also very clear from the context that this is a process that involves more than 
just Jesus' blood paying for our sins to achieve entry into heaven. 

Forgiveness doesn't cleanse us from the temporal punishment for sins. Forgiveness restores our 
relationship with God and with the Body of Christ which is the Church. Sin has lasting effects 
which we must be cleansed of because no unclean thing can enter heaven and these lasting effects 
of sin render us imperfect and unclean. Those in purgatory have had their relationship with God 
restored, but they still need to be cleansed before they can enter into His presence. Forgiveness 
happens when we acknowledge our sins and repent of them. Reparation happens when we do 
penance, righteously suffer on earth, and when we suffer in purgatory. Being able to be in the 
presence of God requires both forgiveness and reparation.
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