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We absolutely must have a relationship with Jesus on a personal level. Jesus came to save all of 
humanity and have a relationship with each and every one of us. Through Baptism we are incorporated 
in to the Body of Christ, His Church (1 Cor ch12). Hebrews chapter 10 tells us not to neglect to 
assemble with others for worship. So our personal relationship with Jesus is not to the exclusion of 
others. 

An exclusive "personal relationship with Jesus" allows a person to learn about Jesus from the Bible and
make up your own theology. This self- interpretation of the Bible has led to the development of many 
denominations. Many people think that once you are "saved" you are always saved so it doesn't matter 
what you do or don't do anymore. Their personal relationship with Jesus allows them to live their life as
they see fit. This leads to many individual moral standards and confusion about what is right and 
wrong.

This is Dangerous because it is NOT Jesus' plan. Jesus left a Church behind to carry on His mission not
a book. Matthew 16:18 “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” .” Matthew 18:17 “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector.” 

In Acts 2:41 we learn that after Peter preached to the Jews, 3000 were added to the Church without a 
New Testament. In Acts 8:1 we learn “And Saul approved of his (Stephen’s) execution. And there 
arose on that day a great persecution against the Church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” In Acts 9:4 Jesus tells Paul, “Paul, 
Paul why are you persecuting Me". Paul was persecuting Christians who are part of the Body of Christ.
In Acts 9:31 we learn, “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was 
being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.” 
In Acts 11:25-26 we learn “So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him, 
he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the Church and taught a great many people. 
And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christian. In Acts 12:5 we learn, “So Peter was kept in 
prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the Church”. These verses tell us that the 
Church was the group of believers and existed before the Bible. Christians didn’t have a private 
separate relationship with Jesus, they had a group or body relationship with Jesus.

In Romans 16:3-4 Paul writes “Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked 
their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the Churches of the Gentiles give thanks 
as well.” In Ephesians 3:10 Paul tells us, “ so that through the Church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.” This tells us 
that the teachings of Jesus were handed on through the Church of believers not the Bible.

Jesus requires us to keep the10 Commandments and do the works of Mercy (Matt ch19 and ch25). Paul
reminds the Christians in Galatians chapter 5 that if they commit certain sins they will not see Heaven. 
Following the Jewish Synagogue communities, the early Church from the beginning has had a highly 
moral plan for salvation. The early Church from the beginning also had a plan to restore your 
relationship with Jesus and His Church though confession and penance. 



As members of the Body of Christ we are personally connected to Jesus like limbs or organs. We get 
our nourishment from Jesus so that we can function with the rest of the Body, not on our own. Paul 
warns us in 1 Corinthians chapter 12 that one part of the Body cannot say to the other that “I don’t need
you”. To have an exclusive personal relationship with Jesus is to separate yourself from the Body of 
Christ. When we have an inclusive personal relationship with the Body of Christ we recognize our 
interdependence. We cooperate with each other for the service of the Whole Body of Christ not 
ourselves. 

Jesus purpose in giving us the Church is to give us a way to teach us to all work together and build a 
kingdom of unity. Although we need to have a personal relationship with Jesus, there is nothing that 
says it should be a private one. Bad theology is dangerous and James chapter 3 warns that teachers will 
be judged more harshly than students.


