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We often hear from protestant pastors that there is no longer (a priesthood) in the New Testament. 
Thus, for them, Catholic "priests" are unbiblical. Is this true?

No! Protestants rely upon erroneous Bible versions in which the term "priest" (was) hidden. The (term 
“priest”) is (simply) a matter of naming a function. Priests have the responsibility of teaching, 
governing, and providing the sacraments in a given congregation (1Tim. 5:17; Jas.5:14–15 ).

ETYMOLOGY OF THE WORD "PRIEST"

The english term "priest" is a shortened word derivation from Latin "presbyter" and Greek 
"Presbuterus" (πρεσβύτερος). Most bible versions now replaced it with the term "Elder" or "Ancient". 
Thus, whenever you see the word "Elder" or "Ancient" in protestant bible, that is just equivalent to the 
Catholic equivalent of "priest". That's why you never hear about "Catholic elders", because they are 
equivalent to "Catholic priests". You can check any dictionary you want to confirm this.

JEWISH & PAGAN PRIESTS OFFERING ANIMAL SACRIFICES

Historically, Christians of the first century would avoid using the word "priest" in naming the 
ministerial offices of the Church, because it was the same term being used by the more numerous 
Jewish and even pagan priests who offered animal sacrifices (cf. Luke 1:8-9; Acts 14:13). Please note 
that those who accused Christ and wanted him to be crucified were Jewish priests. Hence, early 
Christians used language such as "bishops" or "presbyters" to distinguish their priests from the Jewish 
and pagan priests of their day.

CATHOLIC PRIESTS OFFERING SACRIFICES IN THE EUCHARIST

When the Eucharist came to be regarded as a sacrifice (Luke 22:19) which is to be frequently done "in 
remembrance of me", the role of the presbyter or bishop took on a priestly dimension. St. Paul had 
confirmed that his ministerial works as in priestly service so that the offering of the gentiles might be 
acceptable to God (Rom.15:16) as it says:

"That I should be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God as a PRIEST,
so that the offering of the gentile might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit". (Rom.15:16)

In pagan and Jewish sacrifices, animals are literally killed; then it include praise, and thanksgiving. On 
the otherhand, the Christian Eucharist (Gk. "eucharistia" which means thanksgiving) is an early term 
for the Christian memorial meal, which is later interpreted more and more as a sacrificial ritual as 



being commanded by Christ in Luke 22:19.

"Then he tool bread and gave thanks and broke it, and gave to them saying 'This is my body which is 
given for you: DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME." (Luk.22:19)

In Greek, these words are "Touto poiete eis tan emain anamnesin". They are usually translated into 
English as "Do this in remembrance of me," but this does not do full justice to the words.

The greek word "poiein" or "do" has sacrificial overtones. This can be seen by examining the way it is 
used in the Greek Bible. For instance, Exodus 29:38: "This is that which you shall offer (poiein) upon 
the altar: two lambs.." Here the verb "poiein" should clearly be translated as "offer," as all the 
Protestant translations of this passage have it. Just to name a couple other verses where poiein has the 
same sacrificial meaning, look up Leviticus 9:7 "poien" and Psalms 66:15 "poien".

In addition, the greek word "anamnesis", usually translated "remembrance" or "memory" also has 
sacrificial overtones. For example, in the NIV of Hebrews 10:3 we read, "But those sacrifices are an 
annual reminder of sins." The word for "reminder" in this passage is anamnesis. The passage thus tells 
us that these sacrifices are an annual anamnesis, an annual memorial offering, on behalf of the sins of 
the people.

The idea of a memorial offering is to present the gift to God and prompt him to take action. For 
example, in the NIV of Numbers 10:10 we read: "Also at your times of rejoicing... you are to sound the
trumpets over your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, and they will be a memorial (anamnesis) 
for you before your God."

By the third century bishops were considered priests. Presbyters or elders sometimes substituted for the
bishop at the Eucharist. By the end of the third century people all over were using the title 'priest' for 
whoever presided at the Eucharist.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF PRIESTS

The earliest organization of the Christian Church in Jerusalem was, according to most bible scholars, 
similar to that of Jewish synagogues, but it had a council or college of ordained presbyters or priests. In
Acts 11:30 and Acts 15:22, we see a collegiate system of government in Jerusalem though headed by
James, according to tradition the first bishop of Jerusalem.

In James 5:14-15 we read: ⬇

"Is any man sick among you? Let him bring in the PRIESTS of the Church, and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil, in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith shall save the sick man; 
and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he be in sins, they shall be forgiven him." (James 5:14-15)

Notice that the passage above does not say we should go to anyone because we are all priests as 
Christians. It singles out the "priests" (presbuterus) and clearly depicts them as having the power and 
authority to act as mediators in the forgiveness of sins and healing. St. Peter also claimed to be a 
"presbuterus" or "priest" in 1Peter 5:1.

"The presbyters who are among you, I bessech, who am myself also a PRIEST (presbuterus), and a 
witness of the suffering of Christ: as also a partaker of that glory which is to be revealed in the time to 



come." (1Pet.5:1)

ORDINATION OF PRIESTS

Christ wanted that all generation would hear the gospel and be saved. Hence, He let his apostles 
appoint or ordain priests to continue their missions.

In Acts 14:23 , the Apostle Paul ordains presbyters or priests in the churches he established. ⬇

"And when they had ordained to them PRIESTS (presbuterus) in every Church, and had prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord, in whom they believed." (Acts 14:23 Douay-Rheims)

In Titus 1:5, St. Paul tells Titus: ⬇

"For this cause I left thee in Crete, that thou shouldst set in order the things that are wanting, and 
shouldst ordain PRIESTS (presbuterus) in every city, as I also appointed thee." (Tit.1:5 Douay-
Rheims)

AUTHORITY WAS GIVEN TO THE PRIESTS

In Paul's Letter to Timothy and Titus, a more clearly defined leadership and authority can be seen. We 
are told that Paul had left Timothy in Ephesus and Titus in Crete to oversee the local church (1Tim 1:3 
and Titus 1:5 ). St. Paul afterwards, commands them to ordain presbyters/bishops and to exercise 
general oversight, telling Titus to "rebuke with all authority" (Tit.2:15).

"Say this things and exhort and reprove with all AUTHORITY, let no one despise you." (Tit.2:15)

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION THROUGH PRIESTHOOD

It is God's pattern throughout the Bible, both Old Testament and New, to give the Holy Spirit to his 
ministers on the occasion of their ordination, to empower them for the ministry he had just elevated 
them to. To give some Old Testament examples of the Holy Spirit being given a ordinations, in 
Numbers 11:16-30 the seventy elders of Israel received the Spirit at the time of their ordination.

1) John 20:22: "Receive the Holy Spirit"
In the New Testament we find this pattern in John 20:22, for example. When Jesus commissions his 
ministers to forgive sins, he tells them "Receive the Holy Spirit" and then breathes on them.

2) 2 Tim 1:6
We find the same pattern in 2 Timothy 1:6, when Paul urges his protégé to fulfill his ministry and says:
"I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands."

3) 1 Tim 4:14
He spoke of the same thing in 1 Timothy 4:14, where Paul explains how he must fulfill his ministry as 
an evangelist and tells him: "Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophetic 
utterance when the council of elders laid their hands upon you."

Other translators render this:
"which was given you . . . with the laying on of hands for the presbytery" or "in order to become a 



member of the presbytery."

4) 1 Tim. 5:19-22: Pass it on!
This gift of the Holy Spirit, through the laying on of hands in ordination, was something Paul 
instructed Timothy to pass on in the future. Part of his duty as a bishop-evangelist was to ordain elders 
in different congregations. He tells Timothy he must exercise this ministry carefully, lest he ordain a 
priest unworthy of the office. In 1 Timothy 5:19-22 he tells the young evangelist: "Never admit any 
charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. As for those who persist in 
sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. Do not be hasty in the laying 
on of hands, nor participate in another man's sins; keep yourself pure."

Paul tells Timothy not to lay hands on an elder too quickly; don't ordain him until he has been tested 
and shown to be of excellent character. Otherwise Timothy will share in his sins.

5) The Result in History: Apostolic Succession

Timothy, as well as Titus and other early evangelist-bishops, carried out this ministry of ordaining 
priests, and the result is what we have today in the Catholic Church: a sacramental priesthood with a 
chain of ordinations running straight back to the first century, whose links can be clearly documented 
from Church history.


