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First let’s define what is meant by the word “Hell” The Jews believed in a place called Sheol in 
Hebrew where the dead went. Sheol had a place for good people, also known as the limbus of the 
Fathers, and a place of torment for bad people. After Jesus died on the cross He descended into Sheol 
to preach to the souls there (1Peter ch3). This is where the good thief on the cross went before Jesus 
opened the Gates of Heaven after His ascension. This place called Sheol is translated into Greek as 
Hades, the Greek place of the dead. When the Bible was translated into English Hades was translated 
as Hell. This was not intended to be the place of the damned souls, but the place of souls waiting to go 
to Heaven. 

Hell is the absence of God. It is a real state of being where the damned will be eternally separated from 
God and His followers. In hell people suffer privately from the loss of not being a part of God’s family.

God does not send us to Hell, He allows us to use our free will to leave Him and go to Hell. Hell is not 
something made up to scare us into being “good”. It is the place of torment that the unsaved go because
they can’t handle being in the presence of God. God will forgive us of any sin if we just repent and turn
back to Him, He will welcome us back to His family. 

These are some Bible references on Hell:
 
Isaiah 33:14 – “Who of us can dwell in the everlasting fire?” This is a reference to hell which is 
forever. 
 
Isaiah 66:24 – their worm shall not die and their fire shall not be quenched. We cannot fathom the pain 
of this eternal separation from God. 
Jer. 15:14 – in my anger a fire is kindled which shall burn forever. Hell is the proper compliment to the 
eternal bliss of heaven. 
 
Judith 16:17 – in the Day of Judgment the Lord will take vengeance on the wicked and they shall weep 
in pain forever. Hell is a place that sinners have prepared for themselves by rejecting God, who desires 
all people to be saved in His Son Jesus Christ. God sends no one to hell.

Matthew 3:12; Luke 3:17 – John the Baptist said the Lord will burn the chaff with unquenchable fire. 
This unquenchable fire is the state of eternal separation from God, which the Church has called “hell” 
for 2,000 years. Some Protestant communities no longer acknowledge the reality of hell. 
In Matthew 13:49-50 we read, “49 So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous, 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire; there men will weep 
and gnash their teeth.”


