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Catholic Christians and Protestant Christians both agree that the Bible contains Sufficient information 
for our Salvation. Protestants often string verses together to support their doctrine. The Catholic Church
uses the Whole Bible that it assembled. 
We interpret the Bible based on the interpretation and practices handed down by the Apostles, not some
man's interpretation made up 1500 or more years later. Catholics use the Bible to defend the Faith 
because it is the Highest Authority that Protestants will accept.

When Paul to Scriptures in the New Testament he referring to the Old Testament not the Whole Bible 
because it was not yet assembled. 
                                                                                                  
In 2 Tim 3:16-17 Paul tells Timothy “ All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 
proficient, equipped for every good work.” This is the first verse Protestants use to “prove” Sola 
Scriptura also known as the Bible Alone. These verses need to be read in context with the previous two 
verses of 3:14-15 “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing 
from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to 
God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.” The Scriptures of Timothy’s youth was the Old
Testament. Likely it would have been the Greek Septuagint version of the Old Testament because 
Timothy lived outside of Jerusalem, had a Greek father and had a Jewish mother. 

The Greek Septuagint Old Testament contains the books that the Protestants removed from their Old 
Testament. The Bereans from Acts chapter 17 also would have been using the Septuagint version of the
Old Testament since they lived in a Greek city as well. In 1 Corinthians chapter 4 Paul warns the 
Corinthians not to go beyond what is written. Here Paul is not writing about going beyond what is 
written in the Scriptures. He is writing about those whose names are in the Book of Life and how they 
are in there by the gift of God’s Grace so do not be proud of being in the Book of Life. None of these 
verses in the Bible say we should go by the Bible alone.

The Apostle John writes in his Gospel at the end of chapter 20 “Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of His disciples that are not written in this book. But these are written that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life in his 
name.” At the end of Chapter 21, John writes “It is this disciple (John) who testifies to these things and 
has written them and we know that his testimony is true. There are also many other things that Jesus 
did, but if these were to be described individually, I do not think the whole world would contain the 
books that would be written. These verses tell us that everything that Jesus did and said are NOT 
written in the Bible. The teachings that are not written in the Bible were passed on through the Oral 
Apostolic Tradition. The Bible is the written part of the whole Apostolic Tradition. 

The Catholic Church uses the Sacred Tradition that the Apostles handed down before there was a New 
Testament and the Sacred Scriptures that the Church later assembled. When there were disputes on 
interpretations of Scripture, Church Councils were held that gave binding decrees just like the first 



Church Council in Jerusalem that did not go by Scripture alone. The Pope gives approval to the 
Council decisions and also offers Papal encyclicals to guide the Church. These are the magisterial 
commentaries that were given over a thousand years before the start of any Protestant church. 

A major question is how we know what the Sacred Tradition is. The Church Fathers, the Bishop of 
Rome, and other Bishops wrote about the Christian Faith from the beginning. 
                                                                                                         
If you start with what the Catholic Church teaches today, many doctrines can be traced all the way back
to the beginning through the Bishops and Church Fathers. There are many viewpoints given by Church 
Fathers and Bishops that don’t agree with the many doctrines of the Catholic Church. This can be 
reconciled by the fact the Jesus promised to be with His Church until the End of the Age (Matt ch28). 
Church Councils, like the first one in Jerusalem (Acts ch15), gave Holy Spirit binding decrees on 
disputed doctrines making them binding doctrines on all of the faithful. There will always be 
dissenters, but Jesus’ Church will exist in every age. The Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and 
Baptismal Regeneration as entry into the Church are two great examples. 

Most Protestants do not believe in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Some Protestants teach 
Baptismal Regeneration and others teach it is just a visible sign of a personal commitment to Jesus. 
This shows that Sola Scriptura even based on some Church Fathers or modern Protestant commentaries
doesn’t maintain the unity of the Church that Jesus desired and promised would exist in every age. 
Which Protestant church correctly interprets the Bible on these two concepts, the Lutheran church or 
the Baptist church? 

In 434AD Vincent of Lerins wrote in his book The Catholic faith against all heresies 2:5 “But here 
someone perhaps will ask, “Since the canon of Scripture is complete, and sufficient of itself for 
everything, and more than sufficient, what need is there to join with it the authority of the Church’s 
interpretation? Because all do not accept it in one and the same sense, but one understands its words in 
one way, another in another; so that it seems to be capable of as many interpretations as there are 
interpreters. Therefore the rule for the right understanding of the prophets and apostles should be 
framed in accordance with the standard of Ecclesiastical and Catholic interpretation." 

It has long been understood that the Bible Alone is not sufficient for its interpretation. The Catholic 
Church interprets the Bible based on its 2000 years of study and practices of the early Christian 
Theologians. The LARGE variety of Protestant churches demonstrate that the Bible cannot interpret 
itself. Each one is based on their founder’s interpretation of the Bible. Protestants usually follow the 
church that agrees with their own “holy spirit” guided understanding of the Bible. The various 
Protestant faith traditions have varied views on the interpretation of Scripture which conflict with each 
other. This shows that Sola Scriptura is not capable of providing the Unity that Jesus prayed for and did
not exist in every age (John ch17). Protestant churches do not agree on what Baptism does or when to 
do it. There are many other core concepts that Protestants don’t agree on because their interpretations 
are based on claimed “holy spirit” guided decisions of individuals.

The Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and Baptismal Regeneration are 2 concepts that exist in the
Churches that can historically trace their existence back to the beginning. 
                                                                                                                         
These 2 concepts can be connected to the Church Fathers and Bishops in every age.  The Trinity is one,
the Church is one. Jesus only left behind one Church with Peter as its head. That Church is still here 
today in the Catholic Church. 


