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All Christians who are Baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are Baptized into the 
Catholic Church. Those Christian denominations that are not in communion with the Catholic Church 
have a chance at salvation like all people. God will all judge everyone by what they know and what 
they did with that information. If a person follows the natural law written on their heart, they have a 
chance of salvation. Only God can know for sure what a person understood from the information they 
had. Final judgement is up to God alone. We can guide people performing sinful actions and tell them 
that they are putting their salvation at risk, but we cannot condemn them to Hell. Final judgement is up 
to God alone.

1 Timothy Chapter 2 verse 3 This is good and pleasing to God our savior, 4who wills everyone to be 
saved and to come to knowledge of the truth. 

Judgment by the Interior Law Romans Chapter 2 verses 12-16

12 All who sin outside the law will also perish without reference to it, and all who sin under the law 
will be judged in accordance with it. 13For it is not those who hear the law who are just in the sight of 
God; rather, those who observe the law will be justified. 14For when the Gentiles who do not have the 
law by nature observe the prescriptions of the law, they are a law for themselves even though they do 
not have the law. 15They show that the demands of the law are written in their hearts, while their 
conscience also bears witness and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even defend them 16on the day 
when, according to my gospel, God will judge people’s hidden works through Christ Jesus. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church

843 The Catholic Church recognizes in other religions that search, among shadows and images, for the 
God who is unknown yet near since he gives life and breath and all things and wants all men to be 
saved. Thus, the Church considers all goodness and truth found in these religions as "a preparation for 
the Gospel and given by him who enlightens all men that they may at length have life." 

844 In their religious behavior, however, men also display the limits and errors that disfigure the image
of God in them:
Very often, deceived by the Evil One, men have become vain in their reasonings, and have exchanged 
the truth of God for a lie, and served the creature rather than the Creator. Or else, living and dying in 
this world without God, they are exposed to ultimate despair. 

845 To reunite all his children, scattered and led astray by sin, the Father willed to call the whole of 
humanity together into his Son's Church. the Church is the place where humanity must rediscover its 
unity and salvation. the Church is "the world reconciled." She is that bark which "in the full sail of the 
Lord's cross, by the breath of the Holy Spirit, navigates safely in this world." According to another 
image dear to the Church Fathers, she is prefigured by Noah's ark, which alone saves from the flood. 
"Outside the Church there is no salvation"
How are we to understand this affirmation, often repeated by the Church Fathers? Reformulated 
positively, it means that all salvation comes from Christ the Head through the Church which is his 
Body (CCC 846).



Invincibly Ignorant
The Church recognizes that God does not condemn those who are innocently ignorant of the truth about
his offer of salvation. Regarding the doctrine in question, the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(quoting Vatican II document Lumen Gentium, 16) states:
This affirmation is not aimed at those who, through no fault of their own, do not know Christ and his 
Church: Those who, through no fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of Christ or his Church, but 
who nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, and, moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will 
as they know it through the dictates of their conscience—those too may achieve eternal salvation. 
(CCC 847)


