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Many Protestants ask where Purgatory is in the Bible. Like many doctrines in Christianity we 
can reason to the Truth of Purgatory based on verses in the Bible, just like we reason to the 
dogma of the Trinity based on verses of the Bible. Jesus death on the cross provided 
sufficient Grace to save everyone and to allow us to be Holy enough to enter Heaven. 
Purgatory is the place or process of finishing that transformation from a state of still being 
attached to minor sins to fully being fully sanctified and ready to enter Heaven. Few of us take
full advantage of the Grace offered by Jesus to make us Holy so most of us will need a final 
clean up before entering Heaven. In 1 John chapter 5 we learn that there are some sins unto 
death (mortal sins) and some sins not unto death (venial sins). If we die with unconfessed 
mortal sins on our soul we will not be welcomed into Heaven. If we die while still committing 
venial sins, we can still be admitted to Heaven after atoning for these sins in what we call 
Purgatory. 

As with many Catholic teachings we start with Judaism. The Jews prayed for the sins of their 
dead in 2 Maccabees chapter12 and still offer prayers for their dead today. For these prayers 
to have any effect there must be a place after death where sins can be forgiven. In Revelation
chapter 21 we learn that nothing unclean can enter Heaven. Since few of us reach full 
sanctification here on Earth there has to be a way to finish sanctification on the way to 
Heaven. In Matthew chapter 21 Jesus says that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit cannot be 
forgiven in this life or the next which implies some sins can be forgiven in the next life. 

Again starting with the Jewish understanding of forgiving sins, animals were offered to 
reconcile us with God in Leviticus. In 2 Samuel Nathan tells David that God has forgiven him 
for his sin with Bathsheba. He tells David his son will die as punishment even after God’s 
forgiveness to reconcile his sin. Christ's death on the cross reconciles all of our past sins with 
God when we come to Faith. It also provides the Grace for us to be sanctified. When you are 
baptized all previous sin is washed away as shown in Acts chapters 2 and 22. Jesus provides
all the Grace we need to be saved but we don't always allow that Grace to fill us and sanctify 
us in this life, so it needs to be finished in us before we enter Heaven. Purgatory also provides
a place for us to finish reconciling our post Baptismal sins with God before entering Heaven. 
Some people are still living with Luther's misunderstanding that Jesus' sacrifice covers our 
sins like snow over a dung heap. If that is their understanding than all those sins still need to 
be reconciled before entering Heaven. That can happen in Purgatory too. When Jesus says it 
is finished on the cross He is referring to the New Testament Passover being finished that He 
stared in the upper room because He had just drank the wine finishing that Passover meal. 



In 1 Corinthians chapter 3, Paul writes, “If the work stands that someone built upon the 
foundation (Jesus), that person will receive a wage. But if someone’s work is burned up, that 
one will suffer loss; the person will be saved, but only as through fire. This may be the refining
fire of Purgatory. 

In 2 Corinthians chapter 5 Paul writes, “So we are always confident, knowing that while we 
are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. We 
are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the 
Lord”. This does not say that we are instantly present with the Lord. It says that we would be 
“pleased to be absent from the body and present with the Lord”. When we compare this 
language to 1 Corinthians 15:51–54, also written by Paul, it becomes even clearer. The 
passage reads: “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed— in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible 
has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’ ”

In 2 Timothy chapter 1 we find Paul praying for his friend Onesiphorus that he would find 
mercy from the Lord on that day. That day is judgement day, which applies to someone who 
has died. In chapter 4 Paul prays for the household of Onesiphorus which shows he was no 
longer a member. Paul must have had some hope that his prayers were effective.

In Hebrews chapter 12 Paul writes, “No, you have approached Mount Zion and the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and countless angels in festal gathering, and the 
assembly of the firstborn enrolled in heaven, and God the judge of all, and the spirits of the 
just made perfect.” This Heavenly Jerusalem that we may go to when we die to be with God, 
Jesus and the angels, has spirits who are perfect. Since few of us die in a state of perfection 
there has to be a change in us to be made perfect so we can be with the angels in Heaven 
until Jesus’ second coming. 

From this we learn that at death, or the final resurrection, we shall be changed from 
corruptible (capable of sinning) to incorruptible (incapable of sinning). 
Praying for the dead in Hell can’t help them. Praying for the dead in Heaven is unnecessary, 
so there must be some state of being between life on earth and life in Heaven. We call that 
place Purgatory.

Augustine on Purgatory and Prayers for the Dead
It is not to be doubted that the dead are aided by prayers of the holy church, and by the 
salutary sacrifice, and by the alms, which are offered for their spirits. For this, which has been 
handed down by the Fathers, the universal church observes. The man who perhaps has not 



cultivated the land and has allowed it to be overrun with brambles has in this life the curse of 
his land on all his works, and after this life he will have either purgatorial fire or eternal 
punishment. As also, after the resurrection, there will be some of the dead to whom, after they
have endured the pains proper to the spirits of the dead, mercy shall be accorded, and 
acquittal from the punishment of the eternal fire. For were there not some whose sins, though 
not remitted in this life, shall be remitted in that which is to come, it could not be truly said, 
“They shall not be forgiven, neither in this world, neither in that which is to come.” 

Pope Paul VI:
"It is a divinely revealed truth that sins bring punishments inflicted by God's sanctity and 
justice. These must be expiated either on this earth through the sorrows, miseries and 
calamities of this life and above all through death, OR else in the life beyond through fire and 
torments or "purifying" punishments." (Pope Paul VI, Indulgentarum Doctrina, 2)

Pope Urban V:
"We ask if you have believed and now believe that there is a purgatory to which depart the 
souls of those dying in grace who have not yet made complete satisfaction for their sins. Also,
if you have believed and now believe that they will be tortured by fire for a time and that as 
soon as they are cleansed, even before the day of judgment, they may come to the true and 
eternal beatitude which consists in the vision of God face to face and in love." (Pope Urban V,
Super Quibusdam).


