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The Bible tells us that God wants all men to be saved and come to know Him (1Tim2:4). The Bible 
also tells us that some are predestined to be saved (Romans 8:28-30 and Ephesians 1:3-11). 

The term predestination means "to mark out beforehand," and refers to the plan and goal of salvation 
itself, not to specific individuals. It should be understood in the corporate sense, rather than in the sense
that each individual was predestined to either eternal life or eternal condemnation.

God is outside of time and space. He sees everything as one moment in time. At any given moment in 
our time there are a certain number of people in a State of Grace and headed to Heaven and a certain 
number of people not in a State of Grace and headed for Hell. God sees if a person is heading for 
Heaven based on their current State of Grace, but through our Free Will we can choose to stay in a 
State of Grace or not. 

We are saved when we come to Faith in Jesus through God’s Grace. This Faith can be given to babies 
through the Faith of the parents and god-parents that promise to raise the child in the Faith. This initial 
State of Grace is maintained as long as we do not break the 10 commandments that Jesus requires us to 
keep (Matt ch16) or commit the sins of the flesh that Paul describes in Galatians chapter 5: immorality, 
impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, rivalry, jealousy, outbursts of fury, acts of 
selfishness, dissensions, factions, occasions of envy, drinking bouts, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as 
I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. We have free 
will to choose to follow God or not. When we don’t follow God we sin and our State of Grace is lost, 
but it can be restored through repentance, confession and penance. This is how people can change from
predestined for Heaven or Hell throughout their life. Salvation is a process of initial justification, 
followed by sanctification through good works in the Body of Christ, His Church and glorification 
when we are made ready to enter Heaven. Nothing unclean can enter Heaven so we must be made Holy
before entering their (Rev ch21). Like the prodigal son in Luke chapter 15 we can be incorporated into 
God’s family through baptism and then walk away squandering the inheritance of our salvation. Also 
like the prodigal son we can choose to return to God’s family through repentance, confession and 
penance.

From God’s view, He can see who is headed for Heaven or Hell at any given time. God also sees who 
will change their ways before death when our destiny for Heaven or Hell is sealed.

John Calvin invented the new theology that God predestines some for Heaven and most for Hell in the 
1500s. In the 1600 and 1700s the Puritans developed a moral standard and many “tests” to determine if 
someone was of the ‘elect’. In the 1800s, the Protestant ‘Great Awakening’ developed a way to tell if 
you were of the ‘elect’. If a person had an emotional conversion experience, than they must be one of 
the ‘elect’. This idea was revived in the 1900s by Billy Graham who encouraged people to have a 
conversion experience and come to Christ. This conversion experience can save a person but does not 
guarantee eternal salvation. Other people try to determine for themselves if they are one of the ‘elect’ 
that are predestined for Heaven. Some people think that our good works are evidence that we are one of
the elect. The Truth is that anyone can turn away from God up until the time of death. Also, any sinner 
has up until the time of death to turn back to God and still go to Heaven. 



All of this shows that predestination is true, but from our point of view, the group that are 
“predestined” is constantly changing based on how we cooperate with God’s Grace and His plan for 
our salvation. Only God can see the beginning and the end at the same time. 

What the Bible says we Must Do to have Eternal Security

John 
5:24 Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes in the one who sent me has 
eternal life and will not come to condemnation, but has passed from death to life.

5:39 You search the scriptures, because you think you have eternal life through them; even they testify 
on my behalf.

6:37 Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who comes to 
me.

6:39 And this is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not lose anything of what he gave me, 
but that I should raise it [on] the last day. 40For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees 
the Son and believes in him may have eternal life, and I shall raise him [on] the last day.”

6:54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day.

6:58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, 
whoever eats this bread will live forever.”
10:27My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish. No one can take them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all, and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.”

11:25Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will 
live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

17:1 When Jesus had said this, he raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come. Give 
glory to your son, so that your son may glorify you, 2 just as you gave him authority over all people, so
that he may give eternal life to all you gave him. 3 Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, 
the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. 4 I glorified you on earth by 
accomplishing the work that you gave me to do.


