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Most Protestants assume the word "Word" means only the written word. Jesus is the Word made Flesh 
(John 1:1) The Word that Jesus left behind when He ascended into Heaven was His teaching with the 
Apostles. Only 5 Apostles that walked with Jesus ever wrote anything that later became the Bible. Most
of the Bible (writings of Paul and Luke) were written by people that didn't walk with Jesus. Paul did 
receive personal revelation from Jesus but was not a witness to Jesus ministry. John's Gospel tells us 
that No book could hold everything that Jesus taught or did, but these things are written so that we may
have eternal life. 

Jesus left a Church behind that spread His teaching. Some of that teaching was written down, but most 
was passed on through oral tradition in the Liturgy of the Mass. The Catholic Church, guided by the 
Holy Spirit decided which early writing were inspired by the Holy Spirit and assembled them into a 
library now known as the Bible. The Catholic Church is the original interpreter of the Bible. 

When there were disputes about interpretation the Church held Councils or received guidance from the 
successor of Peter like in Acts 15. Jesus promised to be with His Church until the end of the age, not 
His "book". The Catholic Church teaches that the Bible is the inspired inerrant word of God which 
provides sufficient information for our Salvation. The Bible came after the Church. The Church 
interprets the Bible. Jesus only left one Church, the Catholic Church. 

In 434AD Vincent of Lerins wrote in his book ‘The catholic faith against all heresies 2:5’   But here 
someone perhaps will ask, “Since the canon of Scripture is complete, and sufficient of itself for 
everything, and more than sufficient, what need is there to join with it the authority of the Church’s 
interpretation?”  For this reason,—because, owing to the depth of Holy Scripture, all do not accept it in 
one and the same sense, but one understands its words in one way, another in another; so that it seems 
to be capable of as many interpretations as there are interpreters. For Novatian expounds it one way, 
Sabellius another, Donatus another, Arius, Eunomius, Macedonius, another, Photinus, Apollinaris, 
Priscillian, another, Iovinian, Pelagius, Celestius, another, lastly, Nestorius another. Therefore, it is 
very necessary, on account of so great intricacies of such various errors, that the rule for the right 
understanding of the prophets and apostles should be framed in accordance with the standard of 
Ecclesiastical and Catholic interpretation."  


