
Is the Bible the Highest Authority?                                                          by Ken Litchfield 

Many Protestants claim that the Bible is their ‘highest authority’, but the Bible tells us the 
Church is the “Pillar and Foundation of Truth” (1 Tim 3:15). Nowhere does the Bible say it is the 
‘highest authority’. That idea is a tradition that developed in the 1500s. All Protestant churches 
interpret the Bible through some tradition. That tradition forms the Scripture into a desired 
theology. The Bible is a collection of the Written Apostolic Traditions that were inspired by Holy 
Spirit and written by men. These writings came after the Apostolic Oral Tradition taught by Jesus 
and handed onto His Church. 

I live in a small town with 5 Protestant churches; a Lutheran church Missouri Synod (not 
Wisconsin Synod, ELCA or NALC), a United Methodist church, a Free Methodist church, a First 
Baptist church, and a non-denominational Country Life church. All of these churches claim to go 
by the Bible alone, or use the Bible for their highest authority, or has the true Holy Spirit inspired 
interpretation of the Bible. 

In reality there are a variety of Bible based contradicting practices in Protestant churches. 

Some Baptize babies and some don’t. 
Some have organized worship, others are preaching centered and others are free form.   
Some use liturgical robes and some don’t. 
Some celebrate the Lord’s Supper weekly, some monthly and some quarterly.   
Some teach that Jesus is present in and around the bread and wine, others say it is a spiritual 
presence and some say it is just a symbol. 
Some teach that you can’t lose your salvation and some teach that you can lose it. 
Some will “marry” people of the same sex and others won’t. 
Some teach that abortion is the sin of murder and some say it is not a sin.   
Most use the 66 book Bible but some only use Paul’s writings. 
Some teach the doctrine of the rapture and some don’t. 

The Truth is that no Church goes by the Bible Alone. Every Church has a founder and all have 
developed doctrine based on their interpretation of the Bible. Every church has a pope and a 
council. Even if a person claims to only go by the Bible, you make yourself your own pope based 
on your own interpretation of the Bible. The Catholic Church has the successor to the first Pope 
and still holds Church Councils with the successors of the other Apostles (Acts ch15). This has 
been the practice of the Church that Jesus left behind to carry on His mission for 2000 years. 
Jesus didn’t leave a book behind, He left a living, Holy Spirit guided Church with the Authority 
to bind and loose. The Catholic Church didn’t assemble the Bible until the late 300s. Some books 
were accepted early on, but not all of the New Testament canon was determined until 367AD at 
the earliest.  

When the Apostles went out and founded Churches, they would appoint successors that we now 
call Bishops by laying hands on them. In 1 Timothy chapter 4, Paul tells Timothy to be a good 



minister, to teach soundly and to not neglect the gift he was given through the laying on of his 
hands. Paul reminds him again in 2 Timothy 1:6 “Remember the gift you received with the 
laying on of my hands” referring to when he made Timothy a Bishop. Paul also warns Timothy 
to be careful about whom he lays hands on and be sure they know and follow the Faith before 
laying hands on them. This shows how the Faith was passed on through the teachers not just a 
book. In Ephesians chapter 4 Paul also lists the different positions in the Church like Prophets, 
teachers, readers etc. In Titus chapter 1, Paul reminds Titus that he left him in Crete to teach the 
people rightly and appoint presbyters in every town to properly hand on the Faith. Paul also tells 
Titus that the men he appoints should teach and appoint other men following the Tradition of 
Apostolic Succession.  In 1 Corinthians chapter 10 and 11, Paul tells the Corinthians of the 
Church practices and that we have no other practices and neither do the Churches of God. Unity 
in practice was expected among the Christians then and now. 

Jesus didn’t leave a book behind, He left a Church. 1 Timothy chapter 3 Paul tells Timothy that 
the Church is the Pillar and Foundation of the Truth, not the Bible. In John’s Gospel chapter 17 
Jesus prays that we would all be one as He and the Father are one. This tells us that Jesus wants 
there to be unity in the Church, not thousands of conflicting denominations. John's Gospel also 
tells us in chapters 20 and 21 that everything is not written in what we now call the Bible 
because no book could hold it all. The Bible is the collection of books that the Catholic Church 
assembled and declared these are the inspired texts that can be read at Mass. All of this tells us 
that Jesus left a Church not a book. 


