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Adam and Eve were born with God’s Grace and free will to choose to love God. When they 
chose to disobey God they were expelled from the garden. We are all children from Adam and 
Eve and are now born without God’s Grace. We inherit their fallen nature and are therefore prone 
to sin. This is referred to as “original sin” but is something missing not something inherited. 
Baptism gives us an initial source of Grace to overcome this sin tendency and makes us part of 
the Covenant Family of God. 

In Acts 2:38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Many 
Protestant faith traditions teach that baptism is just a sign but doesn't forgive sins. This quote is 
from Peter's teaching at Pentecost just 50 days after the resurrection of Jesus. The next verse 39 
says that this gift is for you and your children which is one of the reasons the early Christians 
baptized their infants. 

In Acts chapter 10 Peter baptizes Cornelius and his household. In Acts Chapter 16 Paul baptizes 
Lydia and her household. At this time Jewish households frequently had 3 generations under one 
roof. The eldest male was head of that household. What he decided was the rule for everyone in 
that house, so if he became a Christian and was baptized, everyone was baptized.    

In Colossians 2:11–12 Paul links circumcision as the seal of the OT with baptism as the seal of 
the NT. Jews did not have to accept the faith of their fathers to enter into covenant with God at 8 
days old they were brought into the covenant based on the faith of their parents. 
  
There is a lot of preaching to adults in the New Testament telling them they have to believe or 
have faith before baptism. This makes sense for adults. Children who receive baptism have no 
personal sin to repent of but they do inherit the fallen nature of human beings from Adam and 
Eve who fell.  

In 70AD the Didache, which is the earliest Church manual, allows for baptism in living that is 
flowing water, or standing water, or by pouring water on the head three times. Pouring water is 
the most practical way to baptize a baby as opposed to dunking them in water.  

In180AD Irenaeus, who learned the faith from Polycarp who learned the faith from the Apostle 
John, wrote that we baptize infants and that we are regenerated through Baptism. 

In 210AD Origen of Alexandria wrote that the baptism of infants is a tradition handed down to 
us by the Apostles.  

In 215AD Hippolytus of Rome wrote about baptizing infants as a standard practice of the 
Church.  



In 251AD at the Synod of Carthage they discussed baptizing infants and decided there was no 
need to wait until the 8th day. It was the heretical groups that wrote against infant baptism as the 
early Church was developing.  

The Greek Orthodox Church gives the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation to 
their infants. l think it makes more sense to let a child grow in understanding before receiving the 
Eucharist and Confirmation.  

You have a choice to follow the traditions developed less than 500 years ago by men or follow 
the Traditions handed down by the Apostles. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
The Letter of Barnabas Observe there how he describes both the water and the cross in the 
same figure. His meaning is, “Blessed are those who go down into the water with their hopes set 
on the cross.” Here he is saying that after we have stepped down into the water, burdened with 
sin and defilement, we come up out of it bearing fruit, with reverence in our hearts and the hope 
of Jesus in our souls (11[A.D. 74]). 

Hermas "I have heard, sir,” said I [to the Shepherd], “from some teacher, that there is no other 
repentance except that which took place when we went down into the water and obtained the 
remission of our former sins.” He said to me, “You have heard rightly, for so it is” (The Shepherd 
4:3:1–2 [A.D. 80]). 

Tertullian When we are about to enter the water — no, just a little before — In the church and 
under the hand of the bishop, we solemnly profess that we renounce the devil and his demons 
and his angels. Thereupon we are immersed three times (The Crown 3:2 [A.D. 211]). 

Hippolytus Where there is no scarcity of water the stream shall flow through the baptismal font 
or pour into it from above; but if water is scarce, whether on a constant condition or on occasion, 
then use whatever water is available. Let them remove their clothing. Baptize first the children, 
and if they can speak for themselves let them do so. Otherwise, let their parents or other relatives 
speak for them (The Apostolic Tradition 21:16 [A.D.215]). 

Origen The Church received from the apostles the tradition of giving baptism even to infants. 
The apostles, to whom were committed the secrets of divine sacraments, knew there is in 
everyone innate strains of [original] sin, which must be washed away through water and the 
Spirit (Commentaries on Romans 5:9 [A.D. 248]). 


