
The Pope and the Church get their Authority from Jesus not a Book         by Ken Litchfield 

Jesus left a Church behind as an Authority not a book that later became the Bible. Jesus tells 
Peter that he is the Rock He will build His Church on and tells Peter and the Apostles that 
whatever they bind on earth is bound in Heaven. This is recorded in Matthew chapters 16 and 28 
before there was a Bible. Jesus promises to be with that Church until the End of the Age. Jesus 
did not abandon His Church only to be 'rediscovered" by the various Protestant "reformers" who 
didn't agree on what the Bible really meant then or today. The Apostles handed their Authority on 
to their successors as shown on Acts chapter1, 1 Tim chapters 3&4, 2 Tim chapter 1 and Titus 
chapter 1. 

That Church held its first Council in Jerusalem in Acts ch15. That Council gave a Holy Spirit 
guided decree that Christians do not have to be circumcised to be saved thereby going against 
what was known as Scripture at that time which required circumcision of all of God's believers 
(Gen ch17). This shows the Church has Authority over Scripture and its interpretation. 1st 
Clement in 90AD shows that after most of the Apostles had died, the Churches wrote to the 
Bishop of Rome when they had a problem not the Bishop of the destroyed Jerusalem.  

After Christianity became legal in the early 300s, they held Councils to decide doctrine that was 
binding on all Christians before they had a Bible. There were many heresies based on some guy's 
interpretation of the writings that would later become the New Testament and other writings. 
Irenaeus writes about many early heresies in his 5 volume book Against Heresies from 180AD. 
Irenaeus also writes that if you want to know what correct doctrine is, check with the Church in 
Rome because they have the teaching of Peter and Paul. Irenaeus doesn't refer to the Bible which 
was not yet assembled.  

When some Churches had disputes about the decision of the Council of Nicaea in 325AD, they 
appealed to the Bishop of Rome. The Codex Vaticanus, Sinaicticus and Alexandrius "bibles" of 
this time contained all of the books that are in the Catholic Bible and more writings that were 
later rejected. In the middle to late 300s Churches held local councils to determine which books 
could be read at Mass. These councils gave us the list of Old and New Testament books that we 
now call the Bible based on which writings were considered Apostolic, support the Apostolic 
Tradition already being taught and are read in Apostolic Churches. St Augustine, the most 
famous early theologian, wrote that he would not believe in scripture if it were not for the 
Catholic Church. No faith alone or Bible alone Protestant like churches existed at this time. 

In 787AD the Ecumenical Council of Nicaea II approved the list of books established by the 
earlier local councils. The same list was approved at the Council of Florence in 1441. This list 
was made a doctrine of the Faith at the Council of Trent in 1550AD. Between 300 and 1500AD 
the various men that served as Pope mostly acted for the good of the Church. The ones that acted 
badly didn't officially teach any doctrine since they were too busy sinning like the prodigal son 
(Luke ch15). At the end of Vatican I in 1870 one of the decrees given was that the Pope can give 
an infallible, Holy Spirit guided, teaching that was binding on all Christians just like a Council 



can give a Holy Spirit inspired teaching. This was a confirmation of a practice already in use not 
a new doctrine.  

All of this shows that before there was a Bible the Bishop of Rome had Primary Authority over 
Councils and what would later become the Bible. It was the Councils that gave approval to the 
writings that would later become the Bible. Jesus left a Church with Peter as its Head as an 
Authority not a book. The book known as the Bible is the written part of what Jesus taught and 
His Church passed on orally before it was written down. The stories told in the Gospels were 
handed on orally by telling them over and over again for decades. When the Gospels were 
written the writers weren’t trying to remember what Jesus taught 10 or 20 or 60 years ago. They 
wrote down what had been being preached for decades. These writings were determined to be the 
inspired Word of God in the late 300s. The Church that Jesus left behind has always been guided 
by the Bishops and the Bishop of Rome interpreting the teachings of Jesus based on Oral 
Apostolic Tradition and written Apostolic Tradition known as the Bible. We know this through 
the Church that Jesus left not just the book that the Church later assembled. The Church came 
before the Bible and later assembled the Bible based on the Authority of the 3 parts of the 
Church. Protestant Churches follow the tradition of their founder and a Bible that the Catholic 
Church assembled minus 7 books.


