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Saint Augustine famously interpreted the “closed gate” through which passed the “prince” in 
Ezek 44 as a type of Mary’s perpetual virginity. Mary is the closed city and the prince 
miraculously passed through the closed gate. 

Here is the beautiful passage from Augustine describing from Scripture why Saint Joseph and 
Saint Mary did not consummate their marriage: 

“This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall pass through it. Because the 
Lord the God of Israel hath entered in by it” (Ezek 44:2). 

What means this closed gate in the house of the Lord, except that Mary is to be ever inviolate? 
What does it mean that ‘no man shall pass through it,’ save that Joseph shall not know her? And 
what is this: 

“The Lord alone enters in and goeth out by it,” except that the Holy Ghost shall impregnate her, 
and that the Lord of Angels shall be born of her? 

And what means this – “It shall be shut for evermore,” but that Mary is a Virgin before His birth, 
a Virgin in His birth, and a Virgin after His birth.” 

Saint Augustine was one of history’s best Bible scholars and his interpretation of Ezekiel’s 
prophecy has been followed by the Catholic Church ever since. 

We know that sexual continence, in both the Old and New Covenants, is holy and sacred. Saint 
Joseph, as Augustine explained, would not have violated the Blessed Mother’s womb which had 
become a sacred shrine of God’s presence. 

Moreover, sexual continence is holy in itself. For example, the sexual continence of David and 
his companions qualify them to eat the Bread of Presence, which was restricted to Levites. (1 
Sam 21:4). David and his men were not Levites, but they were allowed to eat the sacred bread 
because they had not been with their wives. Hence, their sexual continence loaned them the 
status of priesthood. 

The Catholic Church reads this Davidic account as teaching that sexual continence makes a man 
into a warrior-priest, one consecrated to the Lord…even Uriah the Hittite understood this: 

Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths; and my lord Joab and the 
servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to 
drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing.” (2 
Sam 11:11). 

Saint Joseph (a son of David) was also a warrior-priest who is a dream-prophet like Joseph the 
Patriarch. Saint Joseph led the true Israel (Christ) into Egypt and back again to the Promised 
Land. He is the chaste one, just as Joseph the Patriarch remained chaste in the house of his 
master. Joseph dared not enter the womb that God had already indwelt. Just as the utensils of the 
Temple in Babylon remained holy to the Lord after the exile, so Mary’s womb remains holy and 
consecrated. 



In 401AD St. Augustine wrote, “In being born of a Virgin who chose to remain a Virgin even 
before she knew who was to be born of her, Christ wanted to approve virginity rather than to 
impose it. And he wanted virginity to be of free choice even in that woman in whom he took 
upon himself the form of a slave.”  

In 411AD he wrote, “It was not the visible sun, but its invisible Creator who consecrated this day 
for us, when the Virgin Mother, fertile of womb and integral in her virginity, brought him forth, 
made visible for us, by whom, when he was invisible, she too was created. A Virgin conceiving, 
a Virgin bearing, a Virgin pregnant, a Virgin bringing forth, a Virgin perpetual. Why do you 
wonder at this, O man?” 

 In 428AD he wrote, “Heretics called Antidicomarites are those who contradict the perpetual 
virginity of Mary and affirm that after Christ was born she was joined as one with her husband” . 

In 430AD St. Augustine wrote, "Blessed Virgin Mary, who can worthily repay you with praise 
and thanksgiving for having rescued a fallen world by your generous consent? ...accept then such 
poor thanks as we have to offer, unequal though they be to your merits. Receive our gratitude 
and obtain by your prayers the pardon of our sins. Take our prayers into the sanctuary of heaven 
and enable them to bring about our peace with God...Holy Mary, help the miserable, strengthen 
the discouraged, comfort the sorrowful, pray for your people, plead for the clergy, intercede for 
all women consecrated to God. May all who venerate you, feel now your help and 
protection. ...Make it your continual care to pray for the people of God, for you were blessed by 
God and were made worthy to bear the Redeemer of the world, who lives and reigns forever.”  


