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Augustine was the Bishop of the Catholic Church in Hippo a city in North Afirca. He is the 
greatest writer on Catholic Christianity in the late 300s and early 400s AD. He learned the 
Catholic Faith from Ambrose of Milan.  

In 393AD Augustine supervised a local council called the Council of Hippo which determined 
which New and Old Testament books were inspired and could be read at Mass in the Churches in 
his area. That list had the 46 books of the Catholic Old Testament and 27 books of the Catholic 
New Testament.  

In 397AD Augustine also attended a local council called the Council of Carthage where they 
determined which New and Old Testament books could be read at Mass in the Churches in that 
area.  That list had the 46 books of the Catholic Old Testament and 27 books of the Catholic New 
Testament. This list was sent to the Bishop of Rome for approval. 

Augustine on the Canon of Scripture 
Canon of Scripture; Five books of Moses, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy; 
Joshua; Judges; Ruth, four books of Kings, two of Chronicles. The books now mentioned are 
history, Job, Tobias, Esther, Judith, two books of Maccabees, two of Ezra, the books of Kings 
and Chronicles. Next are the Prophetical books, Psalms; Proverbs, Song of Songs, Wisdom, 
Ecclesiasticus, and Sirach. The books of the Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi; then there are the four 
greater prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel. The authority of the Old Testament is 
contained within the limits of these forty-six books.  
The New Testament: Four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; fourteen epistles of Paul: 
Romans, 2-Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 2-Thessalonians,  Colossians, 2-
Timothy, Titus,  Philemon, and Hebrews: 2-Peter; 3-John; Jude; James; Acts of the Apostles; and 
Revelation of John. 

Augustine on Baptism 
“Who is so wicked as to want to exclude infants from the kingdom of heaven by prohibiting their 
being baptized and born again in Christ?” “This [infant baptism] the Church always had, always 
held; this she received from the faith of our ancestors; this she perseveringly guards even to the 
end” “The Christians of Carthage have an excellent name for the sacraments, when they say that 
baptism is nothing else than “salvation” and the sacrament of the Body of Christ nothing else 
than “life.” “When you shall have been baptized, keep to a good life in the commandments of 
God so that you may preserve your baptism to the very end. . . . Baptism was instituted for all 
sins. . . . In the Church, therefore, there are three ways in which sins are forgiven: in baptisms, in 
prayer, and in the greater humility of penance; yet, God does not forgive sins except to the 
baptized.” 

Augustine on the Eucharist 



"You ought to know what you have received, what you are going to receive, and what you ought 
to receive daily. That Bread which you see on the altar, having been sanctified by the word of 
God, is the Body of Christ. The chalice, or rather, what is in that chalice, having been sanctified 
by the word of God, is the Blood of Christ. This is derived from apostolic tradition, by which the 
Churches of Christ maintain it to be an inherent principle, that without baptism and partaking of 
the supper of the Lord it is impossible for any man to attain either to the kingdom of God or to 
salvation and everlasting life? 

Augustine on the Bishop of Rome  
“The Chair of St. Peter is one of the things that keeps me in the Catholic Church because Jesus 
told Peter to feed my lambs, tend my sheep and feed my sheep.” ”These miserable wretches, 
refusing to acknowledge the Rock as Peter and to believe that the Church has received the Keys 
to the Kingdom of Heaven, have lost these very keys from their own hands.”You see, there have 
already been two councils about this matter, and their decisions sent to the Apostolic See; from 
there rescripts have been sent back here. The case is finished; if only the error were finished too, 
sometime! There is an account of the provincial Council of Carthage, written to Pope Innocent, 
and one of the Council of Numidia; and another, somewhat more detailed, written by five 
bishops, as well as the answer he [Pope Innocent] wrote to these three; likewise, the report to 
Pope Zosimus of the Council of Africa, and his answer which was sent to all the bishops of the 
world.  

The Lord said to Peter in the person of the whole Church, which he alone represented, ‘To you 
will I give the keys of the kingdom of heaven’ (Mt 16:19). Quite rightly too did the Lord after his 
resurrection entrust his sheep to Peter to be fed. It’s not, you see, that he alone among the 
disciples was fit to feed the Lord’s sheep; but when Christ speaks to one man, unity is being 
commended to us. And he first speaks to Peter, because Peter is first among the apostles. The 
Apostle Peter, in whom the primacy of the apostles shines with such exceeding grace, who can 
be ignorant that the primacy of his apostleship is to be preferred to any episcopate whatever?”  

Augustine on Faith Alone 
This must not be understood in such a way as to say that a man who has received faith and 
continues to live, is righteous even though he leads a wicked life. Unintelligent persons, 
however, with regard to the apostle’s statement: “We conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the works of the law,” have thought him to mean that faith suffices to a man, even if he 
lead a bad life, and has no good works. Even those good works of ours, which are recompensed 
with eternal life, belong to the grace of God, . . . the apostle himself, after saying, “By grace are 
you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast;” saw, of course, the possibility that men would think from this statement that 
good works are not necessary to those who believe, but that faith alone suffices for them . . . 
“Not of works” is spoken of the works which you suppose have their origin in yourself alone; but 
you have to think of works for which God has formed and created for you. . . . grace is for grace, 
as if remuneration for righteousness; because it is true, that God “shall reward every man 
according to his works.”  



Augustine on Scripture Alone  
And thus a man who is resting upon faith, hope, and love, and who keeps a firm hold upon these, 
does not need the Scriptures except for the purpose of instructing others. Accordingly, many live 
without copies of the Scriptures, even in solitude, on the strength of these three graces 

Augustine on Merit not Grace Alone 
The Lord made Himself a debtor not by receiving something, but by promising something. One 
does not say to Him “Pay for what You received,” but, “Pay what You promised.” You are 
glorified in the assembly of your Holy Ones, for in crowning their merits you are crowning your 
own gifts. Someone says to me: “Since we are acted upon, it is not we who act.” I answer, “No, 
you both act and are acted upon; and if you are acted upon by the good, you act properly. For the 
spirit of God who moves you, by so moving, is your Helper. The very term helper makes it clear 
that you yourself are doing something.” Wherefore, even eternal life itself, which is surely the 
reward of good works, the apostle calls the gift of God . . . We are to understand, then, that man’s 
good deserts are themselves the gift of God, so that when these obtain the recompense of eternal 
life, it is simply grace given for grace. 


