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Augustine on Eternal Security and Irresistible Grace 
But if someone already regenerate and justified should, of his own will, relapse into his evil life, 
certainly that man cannot say: “I have not received’; because he lost the grace he received from 
God and by his own free choice went to evil. Man, therefore, was thus made upright that, though 
unable to remain in his uprightness without divine help, he could of his own mere will depart 
from it. When you shall have been baptized, keep to a good life in the commandments of God so 
that you may preserve your baptism to the very end. 
He who made you without your consent does not justify you without your consent. He made you 
without your knowledge, but He does not justify you without your willing it. Neither is the law 
condemned by the apostle nor is free will taken away from man. 

Augustine on Mary                                                                                 
Saint Augustine famously interpreted the “closed gate” through which passed the “prince” in 
Ezek 44 as a type of Mary’s perpetual virginity and why Saint Joseph and Saint Mary did not 
consummate their marriage. Mary is a Virgin before His birth, a Virgin in His birth, and a Virgin 
after His birth.” “In being born of a Virgin who chose to remain a Virgin even before she knew 
who was to be born of her, Christ wanted to approve virginity rather than to impose it. “Heretics 
called Antidicomarites are those who contradict the perpetual virginity of Mary and affirm that 
after Christ was born she was joined as one with her husband”. Take our prayers into the 
sanctuary of heaven and enable them to bring about our peace with God.  

Augustine on Apostolic Succession and Tradition  
If you acknowledge the supreme authority of Scripture, you should recognize that authority 
which from the time of Christ Himself, through the ministry of His apostles, and through a 
regular succession of bishops in the seats of the apostles, has been preserved to our own day 
throughout the whole world, with a reputation known to all. And if any one seek for divine 
authority in this matter, though what is held by the whole Church, and that not as instituted by 
Councils, but as a matter of invariable custom, is rightly held to have been handed down by 
Apostolic Authority, still we can form a true conjecture of the value of the sacrament of baptism 
in the case of infants. I believe that the practice [of not rebaptizing heretics and schismatics], 
which is opposed to Cyprian, has its origin in apostolic tradition, there are many things held by 
the whole Church, and therefore have been enjoined by the apostles, which are not mentioned in 
their writings.  
Augustine on the Catholic Church and Church Authority 
“For in the Catholic Church, not to speak of the purest wisdom, to the knowledge of which a few 
spiritual men attain in this life, there are many other things which most justly keep me in her 
bosom. The succession of priests keeps me, beginning from the very seat of the Apostle Peter, to 
whom the Lord, after His resurrection, gave it in charge to feed His sheep, down to the present 
episcopate. And so, lastly, does the name itself of Catholic, amid so many heresies, the Church 
has thus retained; so that, though all heretics wish to be called Catholics, yet when a stranger 
asks where the Catholic Church meets, no heretic will venture to point to his own chapel or 



house.” “For my part, I should not believe the gospel except moved by the authority of the 
Catholic Church. God has placed this authority first of all in his Church. It is obvious; the faith 
allows it; the Catholic Church approves; it is true. To be sure, we are following the true thought 
of Scriptures when we observe what has appeared good to the universal Church which the 
authority of these same Scriptures recommends to you. 
Augustine on Purgatory and Prayers for the Dead 
It is not to be doubted that the dead are aided by prayers of the holy church, and by the salutary 
sacrifice, and by the alms, which are offered for their spirits. For this, which has been handed 
down by the Fathers, the universal church observes. The man who perhaps has not cultivated the 
land and has allowed it to be overrun with brambles has in this life the curse of his land on all his 
works, and after this life he will have either purgatorial fire or eternal punishment. As also, after 
the resurrection, there will be some of the dead to whom, after they have endured the pains 
proper to the spirits of the dead, mercy shall be accorded, and acquittal from the punishment of 
the eternal fire. For were there not some whose sins, though not remitted in this life, shall be 
remitted in that which is to come, it could not be truly said, “They shall not be forgiven, neither 
in this world, neither in that which is to come.”  
Augustine on the Sacrifice of the Mass 
Thus He is both the Priest who offers and the Sacrifice offered. And He designed that there 
should be a daily sign of this in the sacrifice of the Church, which, being His body, learns to offer 
herself through Him. Was not Christ once for all offered up in His own person as a sacrifice? and 
yet, is He not likewise offered up in the sacrament as a sacrifice, not only in the special 
solemnities of Easter, but also daily among our congregations; so that the man who, being 
questioned, answers that He is offered as a sacrifice in that ordinance, declares what is strictly 
true?  
Augustine on Mortal and Venial Sins 
When you shall have been baptized, keep to a good life in the commandments of God so that you 
may preserve your baptism to the very end. I do not tell you that you will live here without sin, 
but they are venial sins which this life is never without. Baptism was instituted for all sins. For 
light sins, without which we cannot live, prayer was instituted. . . . But do not commit those sins 
on account of which you would have to be separated from the body of Christ. Perish the thought! 
. . . If their sins were light, daily prayer would suffice to blot them out. In the Church, therefore, 
there are three ways in which sins are forgiven: in baptisms, in prayer, and in the greater humility 
of penance; yet, God does not forgive sins except to the baptized. 
Augustine on Penance 
For those whom you see doing penance have committed crimes, either adultery or some other 
enormities. That is why they are doing penance. If their sins were light, daily prayer would 
suffice to blot them out. In the Church, therefore, there are three ways in which sins are forgiven: 
in baptisms, in prayer, and in the greater humility of penance.   
Augustine on Prayers to the Saints and their Veneration  
No one officiating at the altar in the saints’ burying-place ever says, We bring an offering to thee, 
O Peter! or O Paul! or O Cyprian! The offering is made to God, who gave the crown of 
martyrdom, while it is in memory of those thus crowned. We regard the martyrs with the same 
affectionate intimacy that we feel towards holy men of God in this life, when we know that their 



hearts are prepared to endure the same suffering for the truth of the gospel. What is properly 
divine worship, which the Greeks call latria, and for which there is no word in Latin, we give 
only to God. 
Augustine on Relics 
But, nevertheless, we do not build temples, and ordain priests, rites, and sacrifices for these same 
martyrs; for they are not our gods, but their God is our God. Certainly we honor their reliquaries, 
as the memorials of holy men of God who strove for the truth even to the death of their bodies, 
that the true religion might be made known. 
Augustine on Contraception 
The doctrine that the production of children evil, directly opposes, “Thou shall not commit 
adultery;” for those who believe this doctrine, are led to commit adultery even in marriage. They 
take wives, for the procreation of children; but from this erroneous fear of polluting the 
substance of the deity, their intercourse with their wives is not of a lawful character; and the 
production of children, which is the proper end of marriage, they seek to avoid. This doctrine 
turns marriage into an adulterous connection, and the bed-chamber into a brothel. 


