
Apostolic and Church Authority by Ken Litchfield

Many Protestants assume that Jesus left us a book as an authority and not a teaching Church. The 
writings of the New Testament that both Protestants and Catholics agree are Scripture tell us that Jesus 
didn't leave us a book. In Matt ch16 we learn that Jesus said You are Peter and on this Rock I will build
my Church. He gives Peter and the Apostles the power to bind and loose. Before ascending into 
Heaven Jesus tells the Apostles that all the authority that God gave Him, he passes onto the Apostles. 
Jesus tells the Apostles that any sins they forgive are forgiven and any sins that are retained are 
retained. Jesus also told the Apostles to go out and teach the world everything that He taught and to 
Baptize them in the Father Son and Holy Spirit. Jesus promises to be with them until the end of the age 
(Matt ch28). The end of John's Gospel tells us that everything is not in what we now call the Bible 
because no book could hold it all. The Bible is the collection of books that the Catholic Church 
assembled and declared these are the inspired texts that can be read at Mass. All of this tells us that 
Jesus left a Church not a book. 
The Council of Jerusalem in the Book of Acts (Acts ch15) tells us that the Apostles held a council that 
made a decision that went against what was considered Scripture at the time (OT required 
circumcision) and gave a binding decree on all Christians. This shows that the Apostles knew that they 
spoke with the authority of Jesus that could bind and loose the laws of the old covenant and give 
infallible determinations before there was a Bible. The Book of Acts 9:31 uses the Greek phrase, 
"ekklesia kath holos," which is translated "the Church throughout all," and from this we derive the 
word "katholos" and the name Catholic Church meaning the whole group of called out people that 
believe the same universal thing. 
When the Apostles founded Churches they would appoint successors that are what we call Bishops by 
laying hands on them. Paul writes in 1 Timothy ch4 to be a good minister, to teach soundly and to not 
neglect the gift he was given through the laying on of hands. Paul reminds him again in 2 Timothy 1:6 
“Remember gift you received with the laying on of my hands” referring to when he made Timothy a 
Bishop. Paul also warns Timothy to be careful about whom he lays hands on and be sure they know 
and follow the Faith before laying hands on them. This shows how the Faith was passed on through the 
teachers not just a book. Paul also lists the different positions in the Church like Prophets, teachers, 
readers etc. in Ephesians chapter 4. In Titus chapter 1 Paul reminds Titus that he left him in Crete to 
teach the people rightly and appoint presbyters in every town to properly hand on the Faith. 
In 90AD the Bishop of Rome named Clement wrote in 1st Clement to the Corinthians that the Apostles
got their authority from Jesus and the Bishops got their authority from the Apostles. We call this 
Apostolic Succession. This handing down of authority can be historically traced in every generation for
2000 years. In 107AD Ignatius Bishop of Antioch writes that the teachings of the Church are passed on
through the Bishops (not a book). Ignatius also tells us that wherever the Bishop is there is the catholic 
Church. In 180AD Irenaeus Bishop of Lyon wrote a 5 volume book against Heresies. He writes that if 
two Churches have a doctrinal dispute they need to see which Church can trace its history back to an 
Apostle. Or he says all you have to do is find out what the Church in Rome teaches because all 
Churches have to be in agreement with that Church. Irenaeus learned the Faith from Polycarp Bishop 
of Smyrna who learned the Faith from the Apostle John. All of this tells us that the Church that Jesus 
left behind was known as the Catholic Church from the beginning and was headquartered in Rome. 
You have free will and can choose to accept this reasonable and historical argument or not. I find 
sufficient evidence to tell me that the Catholic Church existed from the beginning, has the Authority 
from Jesus and is protected from error like Jesus said it would be. If you can produce a similar chain of 
evidence for another church or the use of the Bible as prime authority from the beginning I would be 
happy to learn of it. :-)
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